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BOROUGH OF MOUNT ARLINGTON 
REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES 

 JANUARY 6, 2009 
5:30 P.M. 

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
2.  Roll Call 

Councilman Driscoll, Councilman Sorge, Councilwoman Galate Goodman, Councilwoman 
Cerasoli, Mayor Ondish.  JoAnne Sendler, Borough Administrator and Matthew Giacobbe, 
Borough Attorney, were also present. 

 
3.  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 

Mount Arlington was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice 
was published in the Roxbury Register and the Daily Record on December 31, 2008; Notice 
was posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the Municipal Building on December 
23, 2008 and has been available to the public; notice of this meeting is on file in the office of 
the Borough Clerk. 

 
4.  Flag Salute 

The Mayor asked for moment of silence to remember our troops fighting to preserve our 
freedom. 

 
5.  Certification of Election  
     The Clerk read the Certification of Election into the record. 
 
6.  Swearing in of New Council Members 

Mayor: Will Council Members Elect William T. Doran and Stephen W. Sadow please 
step forward to be sworn in to serve 3-year terms on the Borough Council ending 
December 31, 2011. 

  
The Borough Attorney administered the Oath of Office and Council Members 
Doran and Sadow took their places on the dais. 

      
7.  Roll Call of the 2009 Council Members  

Councilman Driscoll, Councilman Sorge, Councilman Sadow, Councilwoman Galate 
Goodman, Councilwoman Cerasoli, Councilman Doran, Mayor Ondish. 

 
8.  Invocation  

Borough Pastor Roy Roderick delivered the Invocation. 
  

9.  Guests in Audience 
The Mayor recognized guests in the audience, naming Wharton Mayor and Freeholder Bill 
Chegwidden, Wharton Administrator Jon Rheinhardt and Roxbury Legal Counsel Anthony 
Bucco, Jr., 
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10.  Nomination of Council President for 2009 
Councilman Driscoll: Mayor, I nominate Councilwoman Cerasoli to serve as Council             
President for 2009; she will do a great job, she has the experience we need and she will be 
a positive change for Council.  The Mayor publicly thanked Councilman Driscoll for serving 
as Council President for the last three years.  
Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
Roll Call:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli, Doran. 
Nomination Approved. 
Council President Cerasoli thanked the Council, expressing that it is an honor to serve. 

 
11. Mayor’s Address 
      The Mayor read his address into the record.   
 
      The Mayor recognized and thanked Freeholder John Murphy for attending. 
 
12. Appointments: 

Borough Officials 
Mayor :   I recommend appointment of the following Borough Officials: 
     

Pension Certifying Official Carolyn Rinaldi for a 1-year term 
            Finance Administrative Assistant 
 

DPW Supervisor  Paul Nelson for a 1-year term 
 
Councilman Driscoll: I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Doran: Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

Appointments Approved. 
 
Professional Services 
Mayor:  I recommend the following appointments for a 1-year term: 

Borough Attorney   Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. 
Scarinci Hollenbeck, LLC 

 
Special Counsel Fred Semrau, Esq. 
 
Borough Engineer Daren Phil 

Suburban Consulting Engineers 
 
Borough Auditor Nisivoccia & Company 
 
Bond Counsel John G. Hudak, Esq. 
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Special Bond Counsel John M. Cantalupo, Esq. 
 Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer 
 
Tax Appeal Appraiser Scott Holzhauer, CTA, SCGREA 
 
Borough Planner Donna Holmquist 
 Burgis Associates 
 
Stormwater Management Suburban Consulting 
Consultant Engineers 

 
   Zoning Official, Technical Suburban Consulting 
   Assistant, Land Use Board Engineers 
   Secretary 
    
   Land Use Board Attorney Michael Selvaggi, Esq. 
 
The Mayor publicly recognized and thanked Borough Engineer Daren Phil for attending. 
 
Councilman Doran: I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Sadow: Second 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

Appointments Approved. 
 

Mayor’s Appointments  
Mayor:  I recommend the following appointments for a 1-year term: 

   
  Tax Search Officer:   Patricia Simari 

   
    Assessment Search Officer:  Linda DeSantis 
 
    Clean Communities Coordinator: Paul Nelson 
 
    Recycling Coordinator:  Paul Nelson 
 
    Sussex County Water Quality  

Mgmt. Plan Policy Advisory   
Committee (PAC):   Doug Zellman 

 
    Historian:    Virginia Rooney 
 
    Licensed Water& Sewer Operator: Paul Nelson 
 
    Police Matron:    Valerie Kourtz 
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    League of Municipalities Rep.: Mayor Arthur Ondish 
 

Liaison to the Board of Education: Councilwoman Galate 
Goodman 

 
Liaison to the Board of Health:  Councilman Driscoll  

 
    Liaison to the Seniors Club:  Councilman Doran 
 
    Borough Pastor:   Pastor Roy Roderick 
  
    NJJIF Commissioner:   JoAnne Sendler 
      Alternate I:    Councilman Sorge 
 
    Public Safety Coordinator:  Chief Richard Peterson 
    Public Safety Coordinator  JoAnne Sendler 

Public Safety Coordinator:  Paul Nelson  
 Public Safety Clerk:   Patricia Simari 

Public Safety Clerk:   Terry Smith 
 
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  JoAnne Sendler  
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Chief Richard Peterson  

Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Keith Licata 
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Chief Steve Norman  
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Patricia Simari 
    Secretary to OEM:   Diane Perillo 
 
    CDRS Representative by Mayor: Mayor Arthur Ondish 
    CDRS Alt. Rep. by Mayor:  Councilman Sorge 

 
Councilman Driscoll:     I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Council President Cerasoli: Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

Appointments Approved. 
 

13. Council’s Appointment to CDRS (1-year term) 
Councilman Driscoll:  I nominate Councilman Sorge as Council’s Representative to 

CDRS. 
 Councilman Doran: Second. 

Roll Call: 
Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli, Doran. 
Abstain:  Sadow. 

Appointment Approved. 
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14. Council Committee Appointments  

Mayor:  I ask for confirmation of the following appointments to Chair the Council 
Committees for the Year 2009: 

Finance:    
Chair: Councilman Driscoll   (Galate Goodman, Sadow)    
Police: 
Chair:  Councilwoman Galate Goodman (Driscoll, Cerasoli) 
Personnel & Public Relations:    
Chair: Councilman Sorge (Cerasoli, Galate Goodman) 
Fire, Rescue & OEM: 
Chair: Councilman Doran (Driscoll, Sorge)     
Parks & Recreation: 
Chair: Councilman Sadow (Doran, Sorge)     

    DPW, Buildings, Grounds & Utilities: 
Chair: Councilwoman Cerasoli (Sadow, Doran)    
          

Council President Cerasoli: I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Sorge:  Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

Appointments Approved. 
 

15.  Fire Department Officers & Fire Official  
Mayor:  I recommend appointment of the following to the Fire Department as Officers 

for 2009 – 2010 (filling unexpired 2-year terms) 
 
    Fire Chief:  Steve Norman 
    Assistant Chief:  Brian Heber    

Captain:  John Morsch 
    Lieutenant:  Eric Fowler 
    Engineer:  Jamie DeAngelis 
 

Councilman Doran:  I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Council President Cerasoli: Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

Appointments Approved. 
The Borough Attorney administered the Oath of Office. 
 
 
Mayor:  I recommend the appointment of the following: 

New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire and Safety, 
as the Fire Official for the Year 2009 (1-year term) 
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Councilman Driscoll:   I move for confirmation of this appointment. 
Councilman Sadow:  Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

Appointment Approved. 
 
16.  Council’s Appointment to the Land Use Board  

Councilman Driscoll: I nominate Councilwoman Galate Goodman as a Class III 
Member of the Land Use Board for the Year 2009. 

 Council President Cerasoli: Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

Appointment Approved. 
 
17.  Land Use Board Members 
 Mayor:   I recommend the following appointments to the Land Use Board: 
   Class I member - Mayor Arthur Ondish (1-year term, expires 12/31/09) 

Class II member – JoAnne Sendler, Borough Administrator (1-year term,  
expires 12/31/09) 
Michael Stanzilis, Class IV, Chairman, (filling unexpired 4-year term, 
expires 12/31/10). 
Jan Robert VanDenHende, Class IV, (2- year term, expires 12/31/10). 
Frank Hughes, Class IV, (filling unexpired 2-year term, expires 
12/31/09). 
Melissa Fostle, Class IV, (filling unexpired 4-year term, expires 
12/31/09). 
Margarette Wilson, Class IV, (filling unexpired 4 year term, expires 
12/31/10). 
Raymond Simard, Alternate 1, (2-year term, expires 12/31/10). 
Leonard Loughridge, Alternate 2, (2 year term, expires 12/31/10). 
Tom Foley, Alternate 3, (2-year term, expires 12/31/10). 
John Windish, Alternate 4,  (2-year term, expires 12/31/10). 

 
Councilman Driscoll:    I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Doran:      Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

Appointments Approved. 
The Borough Attorney administered the Oath of Office. 
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18.  Library Board of Trustees 

Mayor:   I recommend Councilwoman Cerasoli as Mayor’s appointment to the Library 
    Board of Trustees (5-year appointment, expires 12/31/13). 

Mayor:   I recommend Councilman Driscoll as Mayor’s Alternate to the Library Board 
of Trustees for the Year 2009. 

 
Councilman Doran:    I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Sorge:    Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

Appointments Approved. 
 

19. Local Assistance Board  
Mayor:   I recommend appointment of the following to the Local Assistance Board: 
  
 Sally Cambiotti (2-year term, expires 12/31/10). 
 Pastor Roy Roderick (2-year term, expires 12/31/10). 

Tina Mayer (1-year term, expires 12/31/09). 
  
Councilman Driscoll:     I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Doran:     Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

 Appointments Approved. 
 

20. Board of Health 
Mayor:     I recommend appointment of the following to the Board of Health: 

 
Wendy Mahler, (3-year term, expires 12/31/11). 
Patricia Simari, Board of Health Administrator (1-year term,  
expires 12/31/09). 
  

Councilman Sorge:    I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Driscoll:    Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

 Appointments Approved.   
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21. Recreation Committee: 

Mayor:   I recommend the following appointments to the Recreation  
Committee; appointed members do not have to take an oath, but I ask that 
they please stand up to be recognized after confirmation of their appointments. 

 
Kelly Turner, Co-Chairperson, (1-year term, expires 12/31/09). 
Pat Esposito, Member, (1-year term, expires 12/31/09). 
Jackie Esposito, Alternate Member, (1-year term, expires 
12/31/09). 
_______________, Alternate Member, (1-year term, expires 
12/31/09). 
 

Councilman Doran: I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Sorge: Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

 Appointments Approved. 
 
22. Lake Hopatcong Commission 

Mayor:      I recommend appointment of the following to the Lake Hopatcong 
Commission: 

 
Borough Representative:  Richard O’Connor, (2-year term, expires 
12/31/10). 
Borough Alternate Representative:  Tom Foley, (2- year term, expires 
12/31/10). 

 
Councilman Driscoll:    I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Sadow:    Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli, Doran. 
Abstain:  Sorge. 

 Appointments Approved. 
 
23. Advisory Council Appointments  

Mayor:     Advisory Council appointed members do not have to take an oath, but I ask 
that they please stand up to be recognized after confirmation of their 
appointments.   

                             Their appointments are for a 1-year term. 
 
Mayor:    I recommend the following appointments: 
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Building Committee 
Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Councilman Doran 
JoAnne Sendler 
Daren Phil 
Paul Nelson 
Sandor Nyari 
Councilman Sorge, Alternate 
 
Citizens Budget Review Committee 
Peter Laue 
Roy Morance 
Joanne Wiseberg 
Sheila Studint 
Dick Ashton 
Anticipated Member, to be named 
Anticipated Member, to be named 

 
Code Book Review Committee 

   Councilwoman Cerasoli 
JoAnne Sendler 
Borough Attorney 
Linda DeSantis 

 
Dial-A-Ride Committee 
Councilman Sorge 

   Councilwoman Galate Goodman 
   Diane Perillo 
 

Green Team Committee 
George Cicero, Sr. 
George Cicero, Jr. 
Frank Hughes 
Rose Quinn 
Barbara Shorter 
Lou DiFiore 
Jane Jameson 
MAPS Student, to be named 
MAPS Student, to be named 

 
Raritan Highlands Compact 
Councilman Driscoll 
JoAnne Sendler 
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Technology Committee 
   Councilman Driscoll 
   Councilman Sorge 
   Police Chief Richard Peterson 
   Fire Chief Steve Norman 
   Jim Garland 
   John Goldin 
   Frank Hughes 

 
Water & Sewer Committee 

   Councilman Driscoll 
   Councilman Doran 

 Daren Phil  
Andrew Holt 

 JoAnne Sendler 
   Paul Nelson 
   Sandor Nyari 
   Layne Morris 
   Carolyn Rinaldi, Recording Secretary 
   Councilwoman Cerasoli, Alternate 

 
Zoning Committee 
Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Councilman Doran 
Councilwoman Galate Goodman 
Sandy Nyari 
Daren Phil 
Mike Selvaggi, Esq. 
JoAnne Sendler 
 

Councilman Driscoll:   I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Council President Cerasoli:   Second. 
Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   
Doran. 

 Appointments Approved. 
 
24.  Borough Employees 

Mayor: I recommend the continued employment of all Borough Employees who were 
on the payroll on December 31, 2008, except for any employees whose 
services with the Borough may have been terminated at or on December 31, 
2008. 

 
Councilman Doran:      Motion to Approve. 
Councilman Driscoll:     Second. 
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Roll Call: 
Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   

Doran. 
 Motion Approved. 

 
25.  Council Meeting Dates for 2009 

Mayor: The Open Public Meetings Law, which is commonly referred to as the 
“Sunshine Law,” establishes the right of all citizens to have adequate 
advance notice of all public meetings and the right to attend meetings at 
which any business affecting the public is discussed or acted upon. 

 
 It also requires the official announcement during the first ten days of the 

New Year of all the official meeting dates.  The Council Meetings will 
commence at 6:00 p.m.  All Meetings will be held at the Municipal 
Building, 419 Howard Boulevard, Mount Arlington, New Jersey.   

 
We have scheduled the Council Meetings as follows: 

 
Tuesday, January   6     Monday, July 13 
      Reorganization Meeting – 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, January 26      

       
Monday, February 9     Monday, August 10 
Monday, February 23      

 
Monday, March 9     Monday, September 14 
Monday, March 23     Monday, September 28 

 
Monday, April 13     Monday, October 12 

          Monday, April 27     Monday, October 26 
 

        Monday, May 11      Monday, November 9 
        Tuesday, May 26 – 10:00 a.m.    Monday, November 23 

        
       Monday, June 8      Monday, December 14 
       Monday, June 22 

 
I think that it will be useful for me to mention at this time that the law 
specifies nine exceptions to the requirement for omitting the public to 
meetings.  They are: 

 
(1) Matters ruled confidential by law. 
(2) Matters which would impair monies. 
(3) Matters constituting invasion of individual privacy. 
(4) Matters involving collective bargaining including negotiations. 
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(5) Tactics and techniques involving protection, public safety and 
property and investigations of possible violations. 

(6) Matters involving acquisition of real property and investment 
of funds. 

(7) Litigation, contract negotiations, or matters involving attorney 
client relationship. 

(8) Personnel matters:  hiring, firing, discipline, etc. 
(9) Deliberations after public hearing that may result in civil 

penalty or loss of license or permit. 
 

26.  Open to the Public 
       No one from the public requested to speak. 
 
27.  Resolutions 

The following resolutions have been referred to Members of the Borough Council for reading 
and study and are considered to be routine in nature and will be enacted by one motion of the 
Borough Council with no separate discussion.  If separate discussion is desired, the 
resolution may be removed and subject to a separate roll call. 

 
Resolutions 
2009-01 Resolution Establishing the Rate of Interest on Delinquent Municipal Charges for 

the Year 2009. 
2009-02 Resolution To Waive the Food & Drink Licensing Fees for the Recreation 

Committee Concession Stand for 2009. 
2009-03 Resolution To Allow Cancellation of Tax and Utility Overpayments or 

Delinquent Amounts Less than $10.00 for the Year 2009. 
2009-04 Resolution Authorizing a Tax Sale to Be Held in the Year 2009. 
2009-05 Resolution Designating Official Newspapers of the Borough. 
2009-06 Resolution Authorizing the Official Depositories of the Borough. 
2009-07 Resolution Providing For and Authorizing the Chief Financial Officer of the 

Borough of Mount Arlington to Approve Disbursements Prior to Their Payment 
From the Borough’s Petty Cash Fund. 

2009-08 Resolution Authorizing Signatures on Payroll and Other Checks. 
2009-09 Resolution Authorizing Municipal Attorney and Special Counsel to  

Undertake Certain Actions on Behalf of the Borough on Recommendation  
of the Tax Assessor. 

2009-10 Resolution Appointing Rich Allocca, Wachovia Insurance Services, Inc., as the 
Borough’s Risk Management Consultant. 

2009-11 Resolution Appointing New Jersey Joint Insurance Fund Commissioner and 
Alternate I Member for the Borough of Mount Arlington. 

2009-12 Resolution Appointing the Local Emergency Planning Council. 
2009-13 Resolution Adopting a Form Required To Be Used for the Filing of Notices of 

Tort Claims Against the Borough of Mount Arlington. 
2009-14 Resolution Supporting the Lake Hopatcong Commission. 
2009-15 Resolution Supporting and Participating in the Volunteer Tuition Credit Program 

(P.L. 1998, C. 145). 
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2009-16 Resolution Appointing Steve Norman as Deputy OEM Coordinator. 
2009-17 Resolution Authorizing Temporary Appropriations for Operating Purposes. 
2009-18 Resolution Authorizing a Temporary Transfer of Funds. 
 
Resolutions Not Listed on Original Agenda: 
2009-19 Resolution Hiring Carolyn Rinaldi as Part-Time Clerical Help (Finance). 
2009-20 Resolution Appointing Paul Nelson as Licensed Water & Sewer Operator. 
 
  Councilman Sorge:     Motion to Approve Resolution #2009-01 through  
     #2009-20. 
    Council President Cerasoli:  Second. 

 Roll Call: 
Ayes:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President Cerasoli,   

Doran. 
  Motion Approved. 
 
28. Adjourn 
 

  Councilman Sorge:     Motion to Adjourn 
    Councilman Doran:  Second. 

All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
  Motion Approved. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Linda DeSantis, R.M.C. 
Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved at Council Meeting of January 26, 2009. 
 

 
 




























