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BOROUGH OF MOUNT ARLINGTON 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

JULY 14, 2008 
 
 

1.   Call to Order 
 
2.   Adequate notice of this meeting of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount     
      Arlington was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was      
      published in the Roxbury Register and the Daily Record on Thursday, March 20, 2008;  
      notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the Municipal Building on  
      March 11, 2008 and has been available to the public; notice of this meeting is on file in  
      the office of the Borough Clerk. 
 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 et seq.).  The Borough 
Council opens every public meeting for comments of the public.  However, in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 : “Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit the discretion of a public 
body to permit, prohibit or regulate the active participation at any meeting,….” 

 
Speakers at Borough meetings shall have five minutes to present their comments to the 
Borough Council so as not to consume time that would otherwise be allotted to other persons 
who wish to speak. Speakers shall be courteous to the Council and other persons attending 
the meeting. Offensive remarks or unruly behavior will not be allowed and anyone who 
violates this policy will be barred from participating in the meeting. 

 
3.   Flag Salute 
 The Mayor asked for a moment of silence to remember our troops overseas and their 

families.   
 
4. Roll Call 

Council President Driscoll, Councilman Sorge, Councilwoman Galate Goodman, 
Councilwoman Cerasoli, Mayor Ondish.  JoAnne Sendler, Borough Administrator, Matthew 
Giacobbe, Borough Attorney, and Bud Jones, Borough Accountant, were also present.  
Councilwoman Mulligan was out ill and Councilman Doran was away on vacation. 

 
5. Presentations/Mayor’s Appointments  
 None. 
 
6. Old Business 

 1.  Council to provide feedback to Chief Peterson on Chapter 169, as distributed to Council at 
the March 24, 2008 Worksession. 

  Chief Peterson was not in attendance as of yet; Council postponed this discussion until 
the Chief’s arrival. 

 
 2.  Letter from Assemblyman DeCroce, received June 2, 2008, regarding Resolution 

Supporting Joint NJ Senate and Assembly Republican Budget Alternative.  
  Council decided to hold discussion on this matter during the Resolution section of the 

Agenda. 
 

7. New Business 
 1.   Letter from Senator Joe Pennacchio, received June 23, 2008, regarding Resolution 

Supporting S-445, Sponsored by Senator Joe Pennacchio, The “Transparency in 
Government Act” Which Would Provide for Establishment of State Public Finance 
Website.   

  Council decided to hold discussion on this matter during the Resolution section of the 
Agenda. 
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    2.  Letter from the NJ Council on Special Transportation, received July 2, 2008, regarding    
Resolution Supporting Assembly Bill 2046 and Senate Bill 1830.  

  Council decided to hold discussion on this matter during the Resolution section of the 
Agenda. 

 
8. Utility Receipt Report for the Month of June, 2008. 
 The Clerk read the Utility Receipt Report for the Month of June, 2008 into the record: 
       Grand Total:  $44,375.74. 
 
 Tax Collector’s Report for the Month of June, 2008. 

    The Clerk read the Tax Collector’s Report for the Month of June, 2008 into the record: 
    Total Receipts:  $157,785.78. 

 
9. Finance Report for the Month of June, 2008.   

    The Clerk read the Finance Report for the Month of June, 2008 into the record: 
     Ending Balance:  $4,851,127.43. 

 
10. Open to Public     
 Veronica Silkes, 668 Succasunna Road: 

-  Ms. Silkes read a statement into the record which consisted of comments regarding the 
public portion of the meetings, contact with the Borough CFO, and the rights of the public to 
question municipal spending.  The Mayor stated the elected officials are doing the best they 
can; the Mayor referred to Ms. Silkes written statement of June 30, 2008 which was read at 
the last meeting and stated that it contains misinformation and accusations.  The Borough 
Attorney stated that the Open Public Meetings Act requires that the public is able to observe 
the Mayor and Council doing business in a open forum; it is a session for the public to 
comment on whatever they desire, but Council has the right to limit the comments, make sure 
comments are given in an orderly and professional manner, all within the confines of the 
OPMA.  The Borough Attorney stated that Ms. Silkes tapes the meetings, which is her right, 
and Council tries to make the meetings as open and transparent as possible.  If you have a 
technical question that the Mayor and Council cannot answer, you may contact the 
appropriate professional.  The Borough Attorney stated that if the public requires a document, 
an OPRA form must be completed but the public is free to contact the Borough professionals 
with questions and concerns.  The Mayor addressed issues read into the record by Ms. 
Silkes at the June 30, 2008 meeting, including payment for an employee’s education and 
homeland security.  The Mayor stated it appears that everyone else understands the issues 
except Ms. Silkes; no one else is raising such questions or making accusations.   
 

11.  Approval of Minutes 
 May 12, 2008 Regular Meeting  (10:00 a.m.) 
 
    Motion to Approve the Minutes:  Councilwoman Cerasoli. 
    Second:  Council President Driscoll. 

Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge – Abstain, Galate Goodman, 
Cerasoli. 

    Motion Approved. 
 
 June 9, 2008 Regular Meeting 
 
    Motion to Approve the Minutes:  Council President Driscoll  
    Second:  Councilwoman Cerasoli. 

Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge – Abstain, Galate Goodman, 
Cerasoli. 

    Motion Approved. 
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12. Ordinances – Introduction 
      10-08 An Ordinance of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of Morris, State of New 

Jersey, Determining Positions Eligible for the Defined Contribution Retirement 
Program for the Borough of Mount Arlington. (Re-introduction due to change in 
Meeting/Public Hearing Date.) 

 
  The Mayor read Ordinance 10-08 by Title. 
  Motion: Council President Driscoll stated that Ordinance 10-08 be introduced by 

Title and passed on First Reading and that a meeting be held on August 18, 
2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, 419 Howard Boulevard, Mount 
Arlington, NJ, for a Public Hearing, consideration of Second Reading and 
Passage of said Ordinance, and that the Clerk be directed to publish, post and 
make available said Ordinance in accordance with the requirements of law. 

  Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
  The Clerk stated that this ordinance is being reintroduced because the Public 

Hearing was scheduled for the Council Meeting of August 11, 2008 but the 
Council Meeting has been changed to August 18, 2008.  
Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli.  

  Motion Approved. 
 
 11-08 An Ordinance of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of Morris, State of New 

Jersey, To Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and To Establish A 
CAP Bank. 

 
  The Mayor read Ordinance 11-08 by Title. 
  Motion: Council President Driscoll stated that Ordinance 11-08 be introduced by 

Title and passed on First Reading and that a meeting be held on August 18, 
2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, 419 Howard Boulevard, Mount 
Arlington, NJ, for a Public Hearing, consideration of Second Reading and 
Passage of said Ordinance, and that the Clerk be directed to publish, post and 
make available said Ordinance in accordance with the requirements of law. 

  Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
  Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli.  
  Motion Approved. 
 
 12-08 An Ordinance of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of Morris, State of New 

Jersey, Creating New Chapter 133A of the Code of the Borough of Mount 
Arlington, Requiring Owners of Residential Rental Units Within the Borough to 
Register All Units in Accordance with N.J.S. 46:8-28 and Regulating the 
Administration and Use of Such Registration Statements. 

 
  The Mayor read Ordinance 12-08 by Title. 
  Motion: Council President Driscoll stated that Ordinance 12-08 be introduced by 

Title and passed on First Reading and that a meeting be held on August 18, 
2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, 419 Howard Boulevard, Mount 
Arlington, NJ, for a Public Hearing, consideration of Second Reading and 
Passage of said Ordinance, and that the Clerk be directed to publish, post and 
make available said Ordinance in accordance with the requirements of law. 

  Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
  The Borough Administrator stated that we will inform residents of this ordinance 

by placing information in their fourth quarter tax bills, and tax bill mailings 
thereafter, and placing information on our website.  This ordinance is in the 
interest of public safety that all rentals are registered with the Borough; this 
assures that the Borough is taking all appropriate steps to insure property owners 
that we can notify them should there be an emergency at a rental property. 

  Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli.  
  Motion Approved. 
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13. Ordinances – Second Reading 
      None.  
  
14.  Resolutions 
 2008-112 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Making Application to the Local Finance 
Board Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.46. 

 
    Motion to Approve:  Council President Driscoll.    
    Second:  Councilman Sorge. 

Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 
    Motion Approved. 
 
 2008-113 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Introducing the 2008 Municipal 
Budget.  

  
   The Mayor read the resolution into the record. 
 
    Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge.     
    Second:  Council President Driscoll. 

The Mayor stated that the surrounding municipalities are experiencing 
the same budget problems, all due to uncontrolled circumstances of the 
State; a very small increase in this budget is controlled by this Council. 
Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 

    Motion Approved. 
 
   The Mayor read the remainder of the resolution into the record. 
 
 2008-114 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Approving the Check Register 
Dated July 14, 2008.  

 
    Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge.     
    Second:  Council President Driscoll.  

Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 
    Motion Approved. 
 
 2008-115 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Approving the 2008 Temporary 
Budget - Additional Appropriations. 

 
    Motion to Approve:  Council President Driscoll.    
    Second:  Councilman Sorge.  

Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 
    Motion Approved. 
 
 2008-116 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing Assignment of Officer 
Reginald Goode to the Detective Bureau. 

 
    Motion to Approve:  Council President Driscoll.    
    Second:  Councilman Sorge.  

The effective date should be September 1, 2008, rather than July 15, 
2008; the Clerk will make the correction. 
Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 

    Motion Approved. 
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 2008-117 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing Execution of 
Professional Services Contract. 

 
    Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge.     
    Second:  Council President Driscoll.  

The Mayor stated that this authorizes a Borough Planner, needed for 
work on the recycling ordinance and master plan; the need is minimal, 
there is no retainer and payment will be coming from Land Use.   
Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 

    Motion Approved. 
 
 2008-118 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing Execution of a 911 
Service Agreement Renewal Between Saint Clare’s Hospital, Inc. and the 
Borough of Mount Arlington. 

 
    Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge.     
    Second:  Council President Driscoll.  

This is a renewal with no increase in fees.  Council agreed on the 
excellent service provided by Saint Clare’s. 
Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 

    Motion Approved. 
 
 2008-119 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Confirming Receipt and Review of 
the Annual Report of Audit for 2007. 

 
    Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge.     
    Second:  Council President Driscoll.  

Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 
    Motion Approved. 
 
  The Clerk obtained the Mayor and Council signatures on the Affidavit of Audit. 
 
 2008-120 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Consenting to the Proposed Water 
Quality Management (WQM) Plan Amendment Entitled:  Department of 
Environmental Protection, Division of Watershed Management, Proposed 
Amendment to the Upper Raritan and Upper Delaware Water Quality 
Management Plans. 

 
    Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge.     
    Second:  Council President Driscoll.  
    This resolution pertains to all the water systems in Mount Arlington. 
    Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 
    Motion Approved. 
 
 2008-121 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Awarding Contract for 
Parker/Circle/Southard Sanitary Sewer Improvements. 

 
    Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge.     
    Second:  Council President Driscoll.  

This work is scheduled for the 2009 budget plan but since we received a 
low bid, the project will start this Fall.  This project fell under the 
Highlands regulations but has actually been in the planning/redesign 
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process for five years.  This project is the last of the sewer projects and 
will sewer forty-eight homes that have partially failing septics. With 
regard to the estimate submitted by Suburban, the Borough will pay 
Suburban on actual bills only, not on their estimate.   
Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 

    Motion Approved. 
 
 2008-122 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, In Support of the Joint New Jersey 
Senate and Assembly Republican Budget Alternative. 

 
             Motion to Withdraw Due to the Fact that the State Budget has been 

Passed:  Council President Driscoll.    
Second:  Councilman Sorge.  
Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 

    Motion Withdrawn. 
 

  2008-123 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 
in the County of Morris, New Jersey, Resolution Supporting S-445, Sponsored by 
Senator Joe Pennacchio, The “Transparency in Government Act” Which Would 
Provide for Establishment of  State Public Finance Website.   

 
    Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge.     
    Second:  Council President Driscoll.  

The Borough Administrator stated that somehow the Borough will pay for 
this, either by user fee or money from state aid, to pay for it. 
Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge – No, Galate Goodman – 
No, Cerasoli – No. 

    Motion Not Approved. 
 
 2008-124 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Supporting Assembly Bill 2046 and 
Senate Bill 1830. 

   
    Motion to Approve:  Council President Driscoll.    
    Second:  Councilman Sorge.  

The Mayor stated that this would be funded by revenues generated by 
the casinos and he supports it because it is for the disabled and senior 
citizens.   

 .    Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 
    Motion Approved. 
 
15. Motions 
 None. 
 
16. Mayor’s Report 
 The Mayor read his report into the record. 
 
17. Borough Administrator’s Report 
 The Administrator has items to be discussed in Executive Session. 
 
** 
6. Old Business 

 1.  Council to provide feedback to Chief Peterson on Chapter 169, as distributed to Council at 
the March 24, 2008 Worksession. 

  Chief Peterson stated that he worked with Joe Keenan of Suburban Consulting on this 
amendment; the amendment updates all the old traffic ordinances and some new ones 
based on changes/new intersections, etc.  The Borough Engineer made 
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recommendations for new provisions such as parking in certain areas on certain streets. 
The fire lanes have all been updated, as well as stopping and standing areas.  “replaces 
old fire lane” is from when The DOT visited the Borough and suggested we remove all 
fire lanes and make them no parking/stopping/standing areas; the DOT verbiage is 
“replaces old fire lane”.  If a fire lane is on private property, it requires a lot of input from 
the property owner and fire official; however, if there is a no parking/stopping/standing 
zone, it is less involved than a fire lane but serves the same purpose.  The new library 
was included, various intersections were included at the recommendation of Suburban 
Consulting, and all the fields have no overnight parking, for Borough use only, and limited 
parking to four hours.  The Clerk will forward the code to the DOT and the County upon 
receipt of a signed and sealed letter from the Engineer.  The Chief stated there is no 
notification process, no publishing, to notify the public of any of these changes.  The 
Borough Administrator stated that once this is accepted by the DOT, we could place the 
changes in the tax bill mailing/website/newsletter but not until next year as the 
submission process is lengthy. The State will send us an amendment to our ordinance  
once it is approved.  

 
18.  Executive Session  
      2008-125 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, New Jersey, Authorizing An Executive Session of the 
Mayor and Borough Council and Excluding the Public from That Portion of the 
Meeting. 

 
Motion to Approve Executive Session to Discuss Executive Minutes of 
11/12/07, 12/10/07, 04/14/08, 04/28/08, 05/12/08 a.m., Status of Shared 
Services, Police Contract and Personnel:  Councilman Sorge. 
Second:  Councilwoman Galate Goodman.  

    Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 
    Motion Approved. 
 

Motion to Return to Open Session: Council President Driscoll. 
Second:  Councilman Sorge.  

    Roll Call:  Council President Driscoll, Sorge, Galate Goodman, Cerasoli. 
    Motion Approved. 
 
19. Adjourn 
 

Motion to Adjourn:  Council President Driscoll. 
Second:  Councilman Sorge.  

    All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
    Motion Approved. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________  
Linda DeSantis, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved At Council Meeting of September 8, 2008. 
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