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BOROUGH OF MOUNT ARLINGTON 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 9, 2009 
 
1.   Call to Order 
 
2.   Adequate notice of this meeting of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount     
      Arlington was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was      
      published in the Roxbury Register and the Daily Record on Wednesday, December 31, 2008;  
      notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the Municipal Building on  
      December 31, 2008 and has been available to the public; notice of this meeting is on file in  
      the office of the Borough Clerk. 
 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 et seq.).  The Borough 
Council opens every public meeting for comments of the public.  However, in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 : “Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit the discretion of a public 
body to permit, prohibit or regulate the active participation at any meeting,….” 

 
Speakers at Borough meetings shall have five minutes to present their comments to the 
Borough Council so as not to consume time that would otherwise be allotted to other persons 
who wish to speak. Speakers shall be courteous to the Council and other persons attending 
the meeting. Offensive remarks or unruly behavior will not be allowed and anyone who 
violates this policy will be barred from participating in the meeting. 

 
3.   Flag Salute 
 The Mayor asked for a moment of silence to pray for the safe return of our soldiers overseas 

fighting for our freedom. 
  
4. Roll Call 

Councilman Driscoll, Councilman Sorge, Councilman Sadow, Councilwoman Galate 
Goodman, Council President Cerasoli, Mayor Ondish.  JoAnne Sendler, Borough 
Administrator and Thomas Segreto, Borough Attorney, were also present.  Councilman 
Doran was absent.   

 
5. Presentations/Mayor’s Appointments  
 1.  Leon J. Moreau, III, Picatinny Director of Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation.  

      -   Mr. Moreau introduced his Office of Emergency Management Team and each member 
gave a brief overview of his/her duties, focusing on community involvement and service 
to Morris County veterans, military families and residents.. 

     
6. Old Business 

1.   Council Committee Reports. 
-  Council President Cerasoli, DPW Liaison:   Council President Cerasoli stated she has 
an extensive report from Paul Nelson which she submitted as part of the record.   
-  Councilwoman Galate Goodman, Board of Education Liaison:  Councilwoman Galate 
Goodman reported the following: Music Teacher Dr. Aberbach was recognized by 
DHA/105.5 FM as one of 24 outstanding North Jersey educators in the Teachers Who 
Rock program; the school held a spelling bee and the winner will go on to the State 
competition at Fairleigh Dickinson University next month;  the PTA is sponsoring a 
theater week for March 23-27, with a performance of the Rotten Princess at 6pm on 
March 27th; Teacher Sue Longo won the NJ State Teacher of the Year and will now enter 
the national competition; and, the Board of Education is holding their budget committee 
meetings this week and will introduce the budget on March 16th.   
-  Councilwoman Galate Goodman, Police Liaison:   We are still in contract negotiations. 
 
-  Councilwoman Galate Goodman, Mount Arlington Green Initiative Committee:  The 
Committee will conduct it’s first meeting on March 10, which will be an organizational 
meeting; all future meetings will be held on the fourth Thursday of every month at the 
Civic Center. 
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-  Councilwoman Galate Goodman, Finance Committee:  The Citizens Budget Review 
Committee met today to discuss the budget; it was a very productive meeting. 
-  Councilman Sadow, Finance Committee:   Met with the Citizens Budget Review 
Committee today and stated that the Committee was not necessarily formulated to review 
and help with the budget but rather to look at all aspects of the Borough finances, both 
income and disbursements. 
-  Councilman Sadow, Recreation Liaison:  The Commission is struggling under their new 
title but Lisa Abline is handling the transition well.   
-   Councilwoman Galate Goodman wanted the following on record: Councilwoman 
Galate Goodman stated that Councilman Sadow was right about the meeting (Budget 
Review); she wanted to wait until we had information to give out but Councilman Sadow 
pressed to have the meeting; she wanted to say he was right and thank you.  

 
2.  Clerk’s Follow-Up Memorandum. 

   -  The Clerk read the memorandum into the record.  
-  The Mayor stated that the website has a new look and more information is available to 
the public, which might also be a solution to the numerous OPRA requests. 

 
7. New Business 
 None.   
 
8.   Finance Report for the Months of January and February, 2009. 
 The Borough Administrator asked the Finance Reports be pulled from this Agenda. 
 
   Motion to Table the Finance Reports:  Council President Cerasoli. 
   Second:  Councilman Sadow. 
   All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
   Motion to Table Approved. 
 
9. Open to Public     
 Veronica Silkes, 668 Succasunna Road: 

-  Ms. Silkes named some government agencies who are willing to take percentage cuts in 
their salaries, holding off on purchasing of supplies, furloughs, etc. Ms. Silkes states that the 
federal stimulus package is supposed to give an infusion of money, make people feel safe to 
spend, and create jobs and proposed for just one year, possibly cutting the stipends for 
people who are still making salaries, as well as travel allowances and cell phone expenses.  
Councilwoman Galate Goodman stated Council is looking into these options.  The Borough 
Administrator stated she has offered to give up her travel allowance but certain people do not 
agree with it.   
-  Ms. Silkes questioned the Sustainable Jersey Program and suggested some of the money, 
being a “green” issue, can help with the lights at Fireman’s Field.  Councilwoman Galate 
Goodman invited Ms. Silkes to come to the next green committee meeting.  The Mayor stated 
that the money that Walmart is donating to the League of Municipalities through the Mayor’s 
Committee for a Green Future is money that is going to be spent for green initiative projects; 
to save and conserve energy.  Councilman Sadow stated that he is very interested in Ms. 
Silkes ideas and suggestions and, along with those of the members of the community, are 
part and parcel of what constitutes our advisory committee.  Councilman Sadow asked Ms. 
Silkes to send her ideas to him as a conduit to the committee and he would be more than 
happy to then respond to her.   
-  Ms. Silkes referred to the Court Shared Services Agreement and asked who was appointed 
to the Court Advisory Committee.  Mayor Ondish stated that the Committee consists of the 
Mayor and  an appointed Council Member from each of the towns involved..  The Mayor has 
not chosen a Council Member as of yet; the Court will not be reviewed until it has been in 
effect for six months.   
-  Ms. Silkes stated that in January’s check register, there was a $4,000 legal fee for a 
recreation retainer.  The Mayor stated that the Borough has spent a lot of time trying to 
determine the best way to handle recreation, due to the money that comes in, the use of 
purchase orders, etc.  Therefore, there were legal expenses specifically for recreation, which 
were listed as a separate retainer.   
 



3 

10.  Approval of Minutes 
 February 9, 2009  Regular Meeting  
  
    Motion to Approve the Minutes:  Councilman Sorge 
    Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 

  Roll Call: 
Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman. 
Abstain:  Council President Cerasoli. 

  Motion Approved. 
 
 

 Motion to Move the Executive Session to the End of the Meeting:  
Councilman Driscoll. 

   Second:  Council President Cerasoli. 
   All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
 
12.  Resolutions 
 2009-50 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Approving the Check Register 
Dated March 9, 2009. 

 
   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge. 
   Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 

 Councilman Sadow referred to Page 10, Seasons/Shadow Woods 
disbursement; he did not question the amount but how the designation 
was spelled out.  The Borough Administrator will correct this as Seasons 
and Shadow Woods are two separate entries. 

   Roll Call: 
 Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 

President Cerasoli. 
    None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
  
 2009-51 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Hiring Elisabeth Karpman as Part-
Time Recreation Commission Secretary. 

 
   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sadow. 
   Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
   Roll Call: 

 Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli. 

   Motion Approved. 
 
      2009-52 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Rejecting All Bids for the 
Renovations to the Howard Boulevard Firehouse.  

 
   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Driscoll. 
   Second:  Councilman Sorge. 

 The Borough Administrator stated that we can go out to bid two times for 
the exact same project/specifications; the first bidding was advertised as 
two separate projects.   

   Roll Call: 
 Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 

President Cerasoli. 
    None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
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      2009-53 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing the Receipt of Bids. 
(Howard Boulevard Firehouse Renovations) 

 
   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge. 
   Second:  Council President Cerasoli. 

 Councilman Sadow asked where the Borough was going to house the 
EMT’s and if  that affects the nature of the bid.  Councilman Sadow 
stated that with the opening of the building at DPW and possibility of 
moving the EMT’s entirely, is the specification for the current bid valid.  
The Borough Administrator stated the bids list alternates; we can look at 
the alternates and decide if we want to move DPW but the repairs still 
have to be made on the upstairs level of the firehouse.     

   Roll Call: 
 Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 

President Cerasoli. 
    None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
 
 2009-54 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Terminating Employees By Reason 
of Economy. 

 
   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Driscoll. 
   Second:  Council President Cerasoli. 
   Roll Call: 

 Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli. 

    None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
 
 2009-55 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing a Transfer of Funds.  
 
   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Driscoll. 
   Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
   Roll Call: 

 Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli. 

    None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
 
 2009-56 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Supporting Participation in the 
Sustainable Jersey Municipal Certification Program.   

 
   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sadow.. 
   Second:  Councilwoman Galate Goodman. 

 The Mayor stated that there will be $10-$15,000 grants given to 
municipalities to do sustainable projects; the grant process includes 
being approved, submitting an application, etc.  

   Roll Call: 
 Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 

President Cerasoli. 
    None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
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 2009-57 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 
in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing the Finance Office to 
Release Unexpended Escrow Money. 

 
   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Driscoll. 
   Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
   Roll Call: 

 Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Cerasoli. 
    Abstain:  Galate Goodman. 
   Motion Approved. 
 
13. Ordinances – Introduction 
 07-09 An Ordinance of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of Morris, State of New 

Jersey, Amending Chapter 17 Entitled Land Development, Chapter 133 Entitled 
Property Maintenance and Chapter 134 Entitled Certificate of Habitability of the 
Code of the Borough of Mount Arlington 

 
  The Mayor read Ordinance 07-09 by Title. 
  Motion: Councilman Driscoll stated that Ordinance 07-09 be introduced by Title 

and passed on First Reading and that a meeting be held on April 27, 2009 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, 419 Howard Boulevard, Mount Arlington, NJ, 
for a Public Hearing, consideration of Second Reading and Passage of said 
Ordinance, and that the Clerk be directed to publish, post and make available 
said Ordinance in accordance with the requirements of law. 

  Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
  The Borough Attorney stated that this ordinance provides definitions and certain 

corrections were made.  The Clerk indicated that this ordinance must be 
approved by the Land Use Board prior to adoption; the date of the Public Hearing 
has been amended to read April 27, 2009. 

   Roll Call: 
Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President 
Cerasoli. 
None Opposed. 

Motion Approved. 
 
14. Ordinances – Second Reading 
 04-09 An Ordinance of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of Morris, State of New 

Jersey, Amending Section 4-29 of the Code of the Borough of Mount Arlington 
Abolishing the Recreation Committee, Rescinding Ordinance 21-05, Terminating 
the Agreement with Mount Arlington Recreation Association, Inc., to Disburse 
Funding for Recreational Programs Dated October 11, 2005 and Establishing 
Board of Recreation Commission Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:12-1 Et Seq. 

 
  The Mayor opened the Hearing to the Public on Ordinance #04-09 and read the 

Ordinance by title. 
  Councilman Driscoll stated, I move for adoption and final passage of Ordinance 

#04-09.  
  Second: Councilman Sorge.   
   Roll Call: 

Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council President 
Cerasoli. 
None Opposed. 

Motion Approved. 
 

The Mayor declared that Ordinance #04-09 is passed on second reading and 
directed the Clerk to publish the notice of adoption as required by law. 
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15. Motions 
1.  Raffle License Application #RA:09-04 from the Rotary Club of Lake Hopatcong for Raffle 
to be held May 12, 2009 at 201 Howard Boulevard, Mount Arlington. 
 

   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge. 
   Second:  Councilman Sadow. 
   Roll Call: 

 Aye:  Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli. 

   Motion Approved. 
 
16. Mayor’s Report 
 The Mayor read his report into the record. 
 
17. Borough Administrator’s Report 
 Issues will be discussed in Executive Session. 
 
 Councilman Sadow asked about information in the Communications packet. 

-  Packet of February 26, 2009, #5, NJLM Mayors Fax Advisory regarding the Development 
of Non-Age Restricted Communities; possible opportunities for developers to change their 
age restricted proposals.  The Mayor stated that we are not going to allow this to happen.   
-  Packet of March 5, 2009, #14:  Councilman Sadow commended Parsippany Troy Hills 
Council for their resolution asking that COAH be disbanded,   Councilman Sadow stated that 
we do not have to stand up to the State any more but rather start to stand with other 
communities and together voice that we do not agree with the State. The Mayor stated that 
last year we agreed to donate $500, along with the other affected municipalities, to the 
League suit against COAH.  Council agreed to place this resolution on the next Agenda. 

 
11.  Executive Session  
       2009-49 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, New Jersey, Authorizing An Executive Session of the 
Mayor and Borough Council and Excluding the Public from That Portion of the 
Meeting. 
Executive Session Topics:  Negotiations, Personnel and Shared Services – 
Construction. 
 
Motion to Take a Five Minute Break and Go Into Executive Session:  Councilman 
Sorge. 
Second:  Councilman Sadow. 
All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
Motion Approved. 
 
Motion to Return to Open Session:  Councilman Sorge. 
Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 
All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
Motion Approved. 
 

18. Adjourn 
Motion to Adjourn:  Councilman Sorge. 
Second:  Councilwoman Galate Goodman. 
All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
Motion Approved. 

  
 
____________________________  
Linda DeSantis, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 
 
Minutes Approved at Council Meeting of March 23, 2009. 
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