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BOROUGH OF MOUNT ARLINGTON 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 13, 2009 
 
1.   Call to Order 
 
2.   Adequate notice of this meeting of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount     
      Arlington was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  Notice was      
      published in the Roxbury Register and the Daily Record on Wednesday, December 31, 2008;  
      notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the Municipal Building on  
      December 31, 2008 and has been available to the public; notice of this meeting is on file in  
      the office of the Borough Clerk. 
 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 et seq.).  The Borough 
Council opens every public meeting for comments of the public.  However, in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 : “Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit the discretion of a public 
body to permit, prohibit or regulate the active participation at any meeting,….” 

 
Speakers at Borough meetings shall have five minutes to present their comments to the 
Borough Council so as not to consume time that would otherwise be allotted to other persons 
who wish to speak. Speakers shall be courteous to the Council and other persons attending 
the meeting. Offensive remarks or unruly behavior will not be allowed and anyone who 
violates this policy will be barred from participating in the meeting. 

 
3.   Flag Salute 
 The Mayor asked for a moment of silence to remember our troops overseas and welcomed 

home resident Greg Somjen who recently returned from duty. 
  
4. Roll Call 

Councilman Driscoll, Councilman Sadow, Councilwoman Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Councilman Doran, Mayor Ondish.  JoAnne Sendler, Borough 
Administrator, and Matthew Giacobbe, Borough Attorney, were also present.  Councilman 
Sorge was absent.   

 
5. Presentations/Mayor’s Appointments  

1.  Mayor’s Appointment of David Karpman to the Mount Arlington Green Initiatives     
Committee. 

The Mayor publicly appointed David Karpman to the Mount Arlington Green Initiatives 
Committee. 
 
  Motion to Approve:  Council President Cerasoli. 
  Second:  Councilman Doran. 
  All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
  Motion Approved. 

 
2.  Proclamation Naming April as Donate Life Month. 
 The Mayor read the Proclamation into the record. 
 

 3.  Proclamation Naming June as Myasthenia Gravis Awareness Month in Mount Arlington. 
 The Mayor read the Proclamation into the record. 

 
6. Old Business 
 1. Consent for Snow Shoveling Services. 

The Borough Attorney stated that this would be discussed in Executive Session as an             
attorney/client privilege; there will be no action taken this evening. 
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2.  Council Committee Reports. 
-  Councilman Sadow, Recreation:  The Commission is experiencing successful growing 
pains.   
-  Councilman Doran, Fire Department:  Additional repair work is being done at the Lake 
Rogerene Firehouse which should be completed this week.  Councilman Doran stated 
they had a meeting to discuss the strategic plans of where to house the fire and EMS 
equipment while work is being done on Howard Boulevard; they have come up with a 
plan that should not cause any delay in service during the six-to-twelve week construction 
period, beginning April 20th.  The Mayor stated that the electronic signs will announce the 
construction and letters to the affected residents have been sent by Suburban. The 
Mayor stated that this project has been planned for ten years and the money has been 
bonded and secured, grants have been secured, and will not be affecting the current 
budget. 
-  Council President Cerasoli, DPW:  The DPW is very busy doing transitional work from 
winter to spring. Council President Cerasoli asked that the memo from Paul Nelson, 
dated April 2, 2009, be included in the record.   
-  Councilwoman Galate Goodman, Board of Education:  The Board of Education has had 
extensive budget meetings and will be going to vote at less than $30.00 for the year per 
average household.  The budget will be voted on April 21, 2009 from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.  The schools are sponsoring a Food Drive and Phones for Soldiers campaign where 
people can donate their old cell phones to be recycled; the soldiers in Iraq will receive 
phone cards.  The schools are holding a fundraiser, a Dare to Dream video.  
-  Councilwoman Galate Goodman, Green Team:  The flyers regarding proper fertilizer 
use were distributed to the schools and all local businesses.   
-  Councilwoman Galate Goodman, Police:  Still in contract negotiations. 
-  Council President Cerasoli:  Principal Stuart Mason spoke with Jim Garland regarding 
producing a promotional video of a day in the life of a Mount Arlington student.  Mark 
Miller and Jim Garland produced the video Dare to Dream, which was done with the 
support of the Library, at no cost to the taxpayers. 
-  Councilman Driscoll, Board of Health:  There are times the Board of Health does not 
have a quorum for their meetings (only six per year) and questioned if the Council Liaison 
would be able to vote if no quorum of members were present.  The Borough Attorney 
stated that the liaison would have to be appointed as an alternate member because he is 
not a voting member; this would have to specified by ordinance.  The Borough Attorney 
suggested adding alternate members so if there is an absence, they can be assured of a 
quorum.  The Board of Health is an official designated body and have legal mandates so 
they have to have public meetings and a quorum; advisory committees do not take official 
action so they do not need a quorum to hold a meeting. The Borough Attorney will revise 
our ordinance to expand the membership. 

 
7. New Business 
 1.  Repair of Privately Owned Sidewalks. 

 -  The Mayor stated that some of the older sidewalks in town are cracking and heaving; 
her received a letter questioning who will be doing these repairs.  The Mayor has spoken 
with Mayors from other municipalities; some put money into a general fund and use 
taxpayer dollars to repair the sidewalks.  The Borough Administrator stated that this came 
up years ago and our DPW Super at that time thought it was much too costly and that we 
were saddled with a safety issue; once we begin, what is our responsibility to all the 
sidewalks in town. The decision a few years ago was not to move forward because of the 
cost and liability.  This will be further discussed at the next meeting. 

 
8. Utility Receipt Report for the Month of March, 2009. 
 The Clerk read the Utility Receipt Report for March, 2009 into the record.   
 Grand Total: $42,087.94. 
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 Tax Collector’s Report for the Month of March, 2009. 
 The Clerk read the Tax Collectors Report for March, 2009 into the record.   
 Total Receipts: $124,299.43. 
 

Councilman Sadow requested a year to year comparison of these reports at each meeting. 
The Clerk will request comparison reports from Patricia Simari and copy CFO Monica 
Goscicki. Councilman Sadow stated that in this difficult economic time, it is his fear that in 
addition to the status of what we have, we may be looking forward to delinquencies and/or 
reassessments that would affect the income and he would like to be able to compare that on 
an ongoing basis as we go forward.  Council agreed to these reports being submitted with 
comparisons on a monthly basis as well as a year to year quarterly total.   

 
9.   Finance Report for the Month of March, 2009. 
 The Clerk read the Finance Report for March, 2009 into the record.   
 Ending Balance: $5,836,253.74. 
 
10. Open to Public     
 Pat Esposito, 4 Hopatcong Avenue: 

-  Mr. Esposito had questions regarding soccer; his soccer season starts this week and he is 
also a town rep for the Rockaway Valley Soccer League.  The Borough Administrator stated 
that Terry Smith simply needs the name and home addresses of referees and some form of a 
back-up, which she asked Deanna to provide; we need to specify the reason behind the PO 
for $750.  Mr. Esposito listed the various referee fees for the different levels of soccer.  The 
Borough Administrator asked if Mr. Esposito could write up a list now, at the meeting, sign it, 
and she would have the PO released for him tomorrow. Mr. Esposito stated that the referees 
get paid at the game so he has to have the cash for them.  The Borough Administrator 
requested Mr. Esposito write the date that the soccer season ends because we need 
everything returned within one week after that.  Mr. Esposito agreed that a procedure has to 
be developed but his season starts in 3 days and must get the PO’s cleared.  The Mayor 
thanked Mr. Esposito for his efforts.  

 
11.  Approval of Minutes 
 None. 
 

Motion to Move the Executive Session to the End of the Meeting: 
Councilman Sadow. 

    Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 
    All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
    Motion Approved. 
 
13.  Resolutions 
 2009-70 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Approving the Check Register 
Dated April 13, 2009. 

 
     Motion to Approve:  Council President Cerasoli. 
     Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     Roll Call:   

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Doran – with the exception of check 
#7405 – 09-00419. 

      Nay:    None. 
     Motion Approved. 
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 2009-71 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 
in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing Temporary Parking 
Restrictions and Road Closures During the Memorial Day Parade. 

 
     Motion to Approve:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     Second:  Councilman Doran. 
     Roll Call:   

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Doran. 

      Nay:    None. 
     Motion Approved. 
 
 2009-72 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Honoring Our Troops and “Support 
Our Troops Day”. 

 
     Motion to Approve:  Councilman Doran. 
     Second:  Council President Cerasoli. 
     Roll Call:   

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Doran. 

      Nay:    None. 
     Motion Approved. 
 
 2009-73 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing the Establishment of a 
Change Fund for the Board of Recreation Commission. 

  
     Motion to Approve:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     Second:  Councilman Sadow. 
     Roll Call:   

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Doran. 

      Nay:    None. 
     Motion Approved. 
 
 2009-74 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Opposing Governor Corzine’s FY 
2010 State Budget.  

 
     Motion to Approve:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     Second:  Councilman Sadow. 

Councilman Doran agreed with the resolution but does not agree 
with the term “middle class” as it is discriminatory in this context; 
Council directed the Clerk to remove that term from the body of 
the resolution. 

     Roll Call:   
Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Doran. 

      Nay:    None. 
     Motion Approved. 
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 2009-75 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 
in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing the Establishment of a 
Petty Cash Fund for the Borough. 

 
     Motion to Approve:  Councilman Doran. 
     Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     Roll Call:   

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Doran. 

      Nay:    None. 
     Motion Approved. 
 
 2009-76 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Authorizing the 2009 Temporary 
Budget 4/13/09 Version. 

 
     Motion to Approve:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     Second:  Councilwoman Galate Goodman. 

Councilman Doran stated that one of our budgeting 
considerations were to cut back on the lifeguards and therefore 
reduce some of this expense, $20,000 per year, but this issue 
has not yet been resolved.  Councilman Driscoll stated that just 
because the money is allotted for the lifeguards, it does not have 
to all be spent; this will also be discussed in Executive Session 
under Personnel. 

     Roll Call:   
Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Doran. 

      Nay:    None. 
     Motion Approved. 
 
 2009-77 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Transferring the Borough’s Public 
Assistance Program to the County of Morris. 

 
     Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sadow. 
     Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 

Council President Cerasoli stated that the local assistance only 
handled cases without children; if a person had children, they 
had to go to the County anyway.  The Mayor stated that next 
year he will not appoint the Local Assistance Board as their 
function was to oversee the social services/welfare issues.  The 
Borough Administrator stated that this transfer will result in a 
savings of a little over $8,000 per year and lends to people’s 
privacy; the Mayor and Council never know the names of 
recipients but recipients coming in and out of the building to 
utilize the services sacrifices their privacy.  

     Roll Call:   
Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Doran. 

      Nay:    None. 
     Motion Approved. 
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 2009-78 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, State of New Jersey, Making Application to the Division 
of Local Government Services for Extraordinary Municipal Aid Application 
Program. 

 
     Motion to Approve:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     Second:  Councilman Sadow. 

The Mayor stated that if we don’t received this aid, we will be 
looking for a cap waiver and if we don’t receive the waiver, we 
are going to be forced to make some serious cuts in the existing 
bare bones budget; we should have a decision on this 
application in June.  Councilman Sadow stated that only two 
municipalities in Morris County received this aid last year.  
Councilman Doran referred to Section V of the application and 
suggested we strengthen our position by including the part time 
employees we have let go; we are selling a condition and the 
verbiage needs to be more convincing, more hard-hitting. The 
Borough Administrator stated that Joe Kovalcik will be joining the 
meeting, at which time we can go through this verbiage with him. 
Roll Call:   

Ayes:  Driscoll, Sadow, Galate Goodman, Council 
President Cerasoli, Doran. 

      Nay:    None. 
     Motion Approved. 
 
14.  Ordinances – Introduction 
 None. 
 
15. Ordinances – Second Reading 
 None. 
 
16. Motions 

 1.  Acknowledgement By Council:  Transfer Resolution #2008-159, adopted November 10, 
2008, had listing of Recycling O/E which should have read Landfill Disposal, same dollar 
amount of $1,000. 

 
     Motion to Acknowledge:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     Second:  Councilman Sadow. 
     All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
     Motion Approved. 
 
17. Mayor’s Report 
 The Mayor read his report into the record. 
 

The Mayor also mentioned the article in the NJLM Magazine regarding our shared court 
services with the other four municipalities; we are the largest group of towns to do this so far 
and we are all being commended on this effort.   

 
 The Mayor discussed some items in the Communications Packets: 
 April 3, 2009: 
     #26:  Free Seminar on NJ Energy Conservation Initiatives. 
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 April 8, 2009: 
      #1:  The Mayor urged everyone to contact the Governor’s office if possible because the 

Bill regarding limiting age-restricted housing is still on his desk and has not yet been 
signed; Assembly Bill 3772 and Senate Bill 2577.  This Bill, if enacted, could have a 
negative effect on Mount Arlington. 

 
18. Borough Administrator’s Report 
 The Borough Administrator will be discussing issues in Executive Session. 
 
 
12.  Executive Session  
       2009-69 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, 

in the County of Morris, New Jersey, Authorizing An Executive Session of the 
Mayor and Borough Council and Excluding the Public from That Portion of the 
Meeting. 

     
Executive Session Topics:  Negotiations of the Police Contract, Sale of Municipal 
Property, Shared Services – Construction Department, Firehouse Improvement 
Bids and Personnel.  There will be no action taken after Executive Session. 

 
     Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sadow. 
     Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
     Motion Approved. 
    
     Motion to Return to Open Session:  Councilman Doran. 
     Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
     Motion Approved. 
 

Council President Cerasoli asked the Clerk to reserve the Council Chambers on May 4, 2009 
for the annual meeting of the Historical Society. 
 
The Mayor reminded Council of the Morris County League Dinner on April 15th at Bretton 
Woods in Morris Plains, where a covenant will be signed with Picatinny for military families. 
 

19. Adjourn 
   
     Motion to Adjourn:  Councilman Doran. 
     Second:  Councilman Driscoll. 
     All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
     Motion Approved. 
 
 
____________________________  
Linda DeSantis, RMC 
Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
Minutes Approved at Council Meeting on April 27, 2009. 
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