
BOROUGH OF MOUNT ARLINGTON 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 29, 2007 
 
 
 
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Adequate notice of this meeting of the Mayor and Borough Council of the 

Borough of Mount Arlington was given as required by the Open Public Meetings 
Act as follows:  Notice was published in the Daily Record on August 24, 2007; 
notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the Municipal 
Building on August 22, 2007 and said notice is on file in the office of the 
Borough Clerk. 

 
3. Flag Salute 
 The Mayor asked for a moment of silence to honor our troops overseas, fighting 

for peace in our country. 
 
4. Roll Call 
 Councilwoman Mulligan, Councilman Doran, Councilman Sorge, Council 

President Driscoll, Mayor Ondish.  JoAnne Sendler, Borough Administrator, and 
Fred Semrau, Esq., Special Counsel, were also present.  Councilwoman Cerasoli 
was absent due to illness and Councilman Stone was away on vacation. 

 
5.   Executive Session 
            2007-116 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 

Mount Arlington, in the County of Morris, New Jersey, 
Authorizing Conference of the Mayor and Borough Council with 
the Public Excluded. 

 
  Motion to Go Into Executive Session:  Councilman Sorge. 

   Second:  Councilwoman Mulligan. 
   All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
 

The Mayor excused himself from the Council Chambers and did 
not participate in nor attend the Executive Session. 

 
   Motion to Return to Open Session:  Councilwoman Mulligan. 
   Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
   All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 



6. Resolutions 
2007-117 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 

Mt. Arlington, in the County of Morris, New Jersey, Authorizing 
Removal of a Land Use Board Member. 

 
   Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge. 
   Second:  Councilman Doran. 

Roll Call:  Mulligan – No, Doran, Sorge, Council President 
Driscoll. 
Motion Approved. 

 
  Special Counsel Fred Semrau, Esq. left the Council Meeting for 

the remainder of the meeting. 
 
7.  Executive Session 
            2007-118 Resolution of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of 

Mount Arlington, in the County of Morris, New Jersey, 
Authorizing Conference of the Mayor and Borough Council with 
the Public Excluded. 

 
   Motion to Go Into Executive Session:  Councilman Sorge. 
   Second:  Councilman Doran. 
   All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
 
   Motion to Return to Open Session:  Councilman Doran. 
   Second:  Councilman Sorge. 
   All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
   Motion Approved. 
 
8.   Open to the Public 
 Sheila Studint, 88 Ridgeview Lane: 
 -  Ms. Studint referred to the article in the August 26, 2007 Daily Record 

regarding the Mayor’s statements on Ridgeview and voiced her discontentment 
with the Mayor, the road conditions at Ridgeview, the builders lack of fulfilling 
contractual obligations, and the lack responsibility of the Borough to the 
Ridgeview residents. The Mayor stated that he was appalled at the article in the 
paper and that he has prepared an editorial response to be printed on August 30th.  
The Mayor referenced his response to the Daily Record, noting the most 
important facts (as a reference, a copy of the response is attached hereto).   The 
Mayor listed the safety issues the Borough has addressed and completed but 
stressed that the Borough cannot spend general taxpayer dollars on a private 
community; paving is an expense that the new developer will absorb.  The Mayor 
stated that Council decided that if as of October 1st the bankruptcy courts have not 
given permission to the developer to go forward, we will move forward with 
pursuing the bonds.   

 -  Ms. Studint asked about other residents using their private road of Ridgeview 
Lane/Sunset Terrace.  The Mayor stated that our engineer had suggested installing 
barrels or right-of-way gates. 



 -  Ms. Studint stated that the storm drains are raised and dangerous.  The Mayor 
stated due to the fact that this is a safety issue, our DPW will address and correct 
the storm drains. 

 
 John Mellot, 122 Ridgeview Lane: 
 -  Mr. Mellot asked that if the developers are not paving by October 1st,  will the 

Borough go after the bond.  The Mayor stated that there is a bankruptcy hearing 
on September 12, 2007 at which time he will be in touch with the attorneys and 
Kara; if there is no movement by October 1st, we will start proceedings with 
special counsel.  Council agreed that we need to have a binding commitment by 
October 1st. 

  
 Dick Schumm, 55 Ridgeview Lane: 
 -  Mr. Schumm stated that with regard to closing off the road at Sunset Terrace, he 

had previously received agreement from the Police and Fire Chief to use orange 
fencing.  The Mayor stated that we have a letter from the Borough Engineer that 
further explains how to safely close-off that entrance; the Fire Chief has also 
submitted a list of concerns.  The Clerk handed Mr. Schumm a copy of Mr. Phil’s 
letter.  Council agreed to absorb the cost of Daren Phil, Borough Engineer, 
preparing a design for a proper barrier for Ridgeview as this is a safety issue. 

 
 Joanne Wiseberg, 87 Ridgeview Lane: 
 -  Ms. Wiseberg indicated how pleased she was with the snow plowing, the Police 

Department patrolling and the Meet and Greet with the residents but now it 
appears that the Mayor is in bed with Kara.  Ms. Wiseberg stated that she 
understands the Mayor’s reasoning for letting the bankruptcy go through but on 
the other hand, going forward on October 1st will not get the paving done by the 
winter.  Ms. Wiseberg stated that the Ridgeview residents need the Mayor’s 
commitment not to spend any money not required for them but the commitment 
that the Mayor will back them up if they have to go after the bonds. The Mayor 
stated that the last resort is for the Borough to go after the performance bonds to 
complete the project within a reasonable time frame. 

  
 The Mayor explained that Ondish Court was named after his parents who 

volunteered in this town for over twenty years and he is very proud of that honor 
to his parents.   

 
9. Adjourn 
  Motion to Adjourn:  Councilwoman Mulligan. 
  Second:  Councilman Doran. 
  All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
  Motion Approved. 
 
 
__________________________ 
Linda DeSantis, R.M.C. 
Borough Clerk 

 
 
Minutes Approved at Council Meeting on September 24, 2007. 



 
 






