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BOROUGH OF MOUNT ARLINGTON 
REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES 

 JANUARY 5, 2010 
6:00 P.M. 

 
1.  Call to Order 

The Mayor thanked all those in attendance, publicly recognizing Freeholder Deputy Director 
Bill Chegwidden and Hopatcong Mayor Sylvia Petillo and her husband Ron.  

2.  Roll Call 
Councilman Driscoll, Councilman Sadow, Councilwoman Galate, Councilman Doran, Mayor 
Ondish.  Borough Attorney Matthew Giacobbe was also present.   

3.  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 
of Mount Arlington was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  
Notice was published in the Roxbury Register and the Daily Record on November 25, 2009; 
notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the Municipal Building on 
November 23, 2009 and has been available to the public; notice of this meeting is on file in  
the office of the Borough Clerk. 
In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-1 et seq.).  The Borough 
Council opens every public meeting for comments of the public.  However, in accordance 
with N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 : “Nothing in this Act shall be construed to limit the discretion of a 
public body to permit, prohibit or regulate the active participation at any meeting,….” 
Speakers at Borough meetings shall have five minutes to present their comments to the 
Borough Council so as not to consume time that would otherwise be allotted to other persons 
who wish to speak. Speakers shall be courteous to the Council and other persons attending 
the meeting. Offensive remarks or unruly behavior will not be allowed and anyone who 
violates this policy will be barred from participating in the meeting. 

4.  Flag Salute 
Mount Arlington Cub Scout Pack #60 led the flag salute.  The Mayor thanked the Scouts and 
parents for their participation.  The Mayor asked the Scouts and audience to take a moment 
of silence to remember our troops fighting for our freedom.   

5.  Certification of Election  
     The Clerk read the Certification of Election into the record. 

The Mayor welcomed Assemblyman Elect Anthony Bucco, Jr., who had just joined the 
audience. 

6.  Swearing in of New Council Members 
Mayor: Will Council Member Elect Robert Sorge please step forward to be sworn in to 

serve a 3-year term on the Borough Council ending December 31, 2012. 
The Borough Attorney administered the Oath of Office to Councilman Robert 
Sorge. 
 

Mayor: Will Council Member Elect John Windish please step forward to be sworn in to 
serve a 3-year term on the Borough Council ending December 31, 2012. 
The Borough Attorney administered the Oath of Office to Councilman John 
Windish. 
 
The newly elected Council Members took their places on the dais. 
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7.  Roll Call of the 2010 Council Members       
Councilman Driscoll, Councilman Sorge, Councilman Sadow, Councilwoman Galate, 
Councilman Windish, Councilman Doran, Mayor Ondish. 

8.  Invocation  
      Pastor Roy Roderick delivered the Invocation. 
9.  Guests in Audience 
     The Mayor had previously recognized some of the guests in attendance. 
10.  Nomination of Council President for 2010 

Councilman Sorge:  Mayor, I nominate Nita Galate to serve as Council President for 2010. 
Councilman Sadow:  Second.   

 Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Galate, Windish, Doran. 
   Nay:  None. 
 Motion Approved. 
11. Mayor’s Address 
      The Mayor read his address into the record. 
12. Appointments: 

The Mayor stated that due to a small audience, the appointees requiring oaths will take the 
oath together at the end of the meeting. 

Borough Officials 
Mayor : I recommend appointment of the following Borough Officials: 

Pension Certifying Official Carolyn Rinaldi - 1-year term 
            Finance Office 

DPW Supervisor  Paul Nelson - 1-year term 
Councilman Driscoll:  I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Doran:     Second. 

        Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
           Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 

Professional Services 
Mayor: I recommend the following appointments for a 1-year term: 

Borough Attorney   Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. 
Borough Auditor Francis Jones 
Borough Bond Counsel John G. Hudak, Esq. 
Borough Engineer Daren Phil 
Borough Planner Donna Holmquist 
Borough Special Bond  
Counsel John M. Cantalupo, Esq. 
Borough Special Counsel Fred Semrau, Esq. 
Budget Consultant                   Joseph Kovalcik 
Land Use Board Attorney Michael Selvaggi, Esq. 
Stormwater Management  
Consultant Suburban Consulting Engineers 
Tax Appeal Appraiser Scott Holzhauer, CTA, SCGREA 

   Zoning Official, Technical  
   Assistant, Land Use Board  
   Secretary   Suburban Consulting Engineers 
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Councilman Driscoll:  I move for confirmation of these appointments 
Councilman Doran:   Second. 

        Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
                      Nay:  None. 
       Motion Approved. 

Mayor’s Appointments  
Mayor:  I recommend the following appointments for a 1-year term: 

    Tax Search Officer   Patricia Simari 
    Assessment Search Officer  Linda DeSantis 
    Clean Communities Coordinator Paul Nelson 
    Recycling Coordinator  Paul Nelson 
    Sussex County Water Quality  

Mgmt. Plan Policy Advisory   
Committee (PAC)   Doug Zellman 

    Historian    Virginia Rooney 
    Licensed Water Operator  Paul Nelson 
    Police Matron    Valerie Kourtz 
    League of Municipalities Rep. Mayor Arthur Ondish 
    Liaison to the Board of Education Council President Galate 

Liaison to the Board of Health  Councilman Driscoll  
    Liaison to the Seniors Club  Councilman Doran 
    Borough Pastor   Pastor Roy Roderick 
    NJJIF Commissioner   JoAnne Sendler 
      Alternate I    Councilman Sorge 
    Public Safety Coordinator:  Chief Richard Peterson 
    Public Safety Coordinator  JoAnne Sendler 

Public Safety Coordinator:  Paul Nelson  
 Public Safety Clerk:   Patricia Simari 

Public Safety Clerk:   Terry Smith 
OEM Coordinator:   Keith Licata 
Deputy OEM Coordinator:  JoAnne Sendler  

 Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Chief Richard Peterson  
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Paul Nelson   
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Patricia Simari 
    CDRS Representative by Mayor: Joanne Wiseberg 
    CDRS Alt. Rep. by Mayor:  Mayor Arthur Ondish 

Councilman Driscoll:  I move for confirmation of these appointments 
Councilman Sadow   Second. 

        Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
                      Nay:  None. 
       Motion Approved. 
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13. Council’s Appointment to CDRS (1-year term) 
Councilman Sorge: I nominate Councilman Windish as Council’s Representative to          

CDRS. 
 Councilman Driscoll: Second. 
       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
14. Council Committee Appointments  

Mayor: I ask for confirmation of the following appointments to Chair the 
Council Committees for the Year 2010: 
Finance:    
Chair: Councilman Sadow  (Galate, Windish) 
Police: 
Chair:  Councilman Doran  (Galate, Driscoll) 
Personnel & Public Relations:    
Chair: Council President Galate  (Sorge, Driscoll) 
Fire, Rescue & OEM: 
Chair: Councilman Sorge  (Doran, Sadow)     
Parks & Recreation: 
Chair: Councilman Windish  (Sadow, Doran)     

                                                DPW, Buildings, Grounds & Utilities: 
Chair: Councilman Driscoll  (Windish, Sorge) 

Councilman Doran:  I move for confirmation of these appointments 
Councilman Sadow:  Second. 

       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
 15.  Fire Official  

Mayor:  I recommend the appointment of the following: 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire 
and Safety, as the Fire Official for the Year 2010 (1-year term)         

Councilman Driscoll:  I move for confirmation of this appointment. 
Councilman Sorge:     Second. 

            Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
    16.  Council’s Appointment to the Land Use Board  

Councilman Driscoll:  I nominate Council President Galate as a Class III Member of the   
Land Use Board for the Year 2010. 

 Councilman Sorge: Second. 
        Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
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 17.  Land Use Board Members 
 Mayor: I recommend the following appointments to the Land Use Board: 

Class I member - Mayor Arthur Ondish (1-year term, expires 
12/31/10) 
Class II member – JoAnne Sendler, Borough Administrator (1-
year term,  expires 12/31/10) 
Maureen Cerasoli, Class IV, (4-year term, expires 12/31/13). 
Frank Hughes, Class IV, (2-year term, expires 12/31/11). 
Melissa Fostle, Class IV, (4-year term, expires 12/31/13). 
Fran Hallowich, Alternate 4, (filling unexpired 2-year term, 
expires 12/31/10). 

Councilman Sorge: I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Doran: Second. 

        Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
18.  Library Board of Trustees 

Mayor: I recommend Councilman Driscoll as Mayor’s Alternate to the 
Library Board of Trustees for the Year 2010. 

Mayor: I recommend Fran Hallowich as Library Trustee (5 year term, 
expires 12/31/14) 

Councilman Doran: I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Sadow: Second. 

       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
19. Board of Health 

Mayor: I recommend appointment of the following to the Board of Health: 
Linda Tuorinsky, (3-year term, expires 12/31/12). 
Ann Marie Westerfield, (3-year term, expires 12/31/12). 
Christopher W. Anderson, (3-year term, expires 12/31/12). 
Patricia Simari, Board of Health Administrator (1-year term, 
expires 12/31/10). 

Councilman Driscoll:  I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Sorge:   Second. 

       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
20. Board of Recreation Commission: 

Mayor: I recommend the following appointments to the Board of 
Recreation Commission: 
Jacquelyn Coy, Full Member, (2-year term, expires 12/31/11).   
Blanche Hebblewhite, Alternate I, (2-year term, expires 12/31/11) 

Councilman Sorge: I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Sadow: Second. 
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       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
21.  Lake Hopatcong Water Level Management Plan Review Committee 

Mayor: I recommend appointment of the following g to the Lake 
Hopatcong Water Level Management Plan Review Committee: 

    Borough Representative:  Councilman Doran. 
    Borough Alternate Representative:  Council President Galate. 

Councilman Driscoll: I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Sorge:  Second. 

       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
22. Advisory Council Appointments  
      Mayor:    I recommend the following appointments for a 1-   year term. 

Building Committee 
Councilman Doran 
JoAnne Sendler 
Daren Phil 
Paul Nelson 
Maureen Cerasoli 
Councilman Sorge, Alternate 
Citizens Budget Review Committee 
Councilman Sadow  
Council President Galate 
Roy Morance 
Joanne Wiseberg 
Sheila Studint 
Dick Ashton 
Andrew Danchuk 
Nancy Absalom 
Code Book Review Committee 

   Council President Galate 
JoAnne Sendler 
Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. 
Linda DeSantis 

   Community Emergency Response Team 
   Fred Huykman, RACES 
   Ken Eicher, SARA 
   Lorraine Dzidual 
   Kerri Ann Mulligan 
   Beth Ward 
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Dial-A-Ride Committee 
Councilman Sorge 

   Council President Galate 
   Patricia Simari 

Green Team Committee 
Council President Galate 
Daren Phil 
George Cicero, Sr.  
George Cicero, Jr.                     
Patti DiGeronimo 
Frank Hughes               
Lou DiFiore 
David Karpman 
Jane Jameson 
Jacquelyn Coy  
Darlene Kadel 
Jonathan Smith 
MAPS Student, to be named 
MAPS Student, to be named 
Raritan Highlands Compact 
Councilman Driscoll 
JoAnne Sendler 
Technology Committee 

   Councilman Driscoll   
   Councilman Sorge   
   Councilman Windish 
   Police Chief Richard Peterson 
   Fire Chief Steve Norman 
   Jim Garland 
   John Goldin 
   Frank Hughes 

Water & Sewer Committee 
   Councilman Driscoll 
   Councilman Doran 

 Daren Phil  
 Maureen Cerasoli 

Andrew Holt 
 JoAnne Sendler 

   Paul Nelson 
   Layne Morris 
   Carolyn Rinaldi, Recording Secretary 
   Council President Galate, Alternate  
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Zoning Committee 
Councilman Doran 
Council President Galate 
Councilman Windish 
Joseph Weaver 
Maureen Cerasoli 
Daren Phil 
Mike Selvaggi, Esq. 
JoAnne Sendler 

Councilman Driscoll: I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Doran: Second. 

       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
23.  Borough Employees 

Mayor: I recommend the continued employment of all Borough Employees 
who were on the payroll on December 31, 2009, except for any 
employees whose services with the Borough may have been 
terminated at or on December 31, 2009. 

Councilman Sadow:   I move for confirmation of these appointments. 
Councilman Driscoll: Second. 

       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 
24.  Council Meeting Dates for 2010 

Mayor: The Open Public Meetings Law, which is commonly referred to as 
the “Sunshine Law,” establishes the right of all citizens to have 
adequate advance notice of all public meetings and the right to 
attend meetings at which any business affecting the public is 
discussed or acted upon. 

 It also requires the official announcement during the first ten days 
of the New Year of all the official meeting dates.  The Council 
Meetings will commence at 6:00 p.m.  All Meetings will be held at 
the Municipal Building, 419 Howard Boulevard, Mount Arlington, 
New Jersey.   
We have scheduled the Council Meetings as follows: 
Tuesday, January  5 Reorganization Meeting  Tuesday, July 6 
Tuesday, January 19      

 Tuesday, February 2     Tuesday, August 3 
Tuesday, February 16      
Tuesday, March 2     Tuesday, September 7 
Tuesday, March 16     Tuesday, September 21 
Tuesday, April 6     Tuesday, October 5 

 Tuesday, April 20     Tuesday, October 19 
Tuesday, May  4     Tuesday, November 9 
Tuesday, May 18 – 10:00 a.m.   Tuesday, November 16 
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 Tuesday, June 1     Tuesday, December 14 
Tuesday, June 15 

25.   Approval of Minutes 
           December 14, 2009  Regular Meeting 

Councilman Doran:  Motion to Approve. 
Councilman Sadow: Second. 

       Roll Call:  Ayes: Sadow, Council President Galate, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
          Abstain:  Driscoll, Sorge, Windish. 
  Motion Approved. 
26.  Open to the Public 
        Paula Danchuk, 50 Elizabeth Way: 

-  Ms. Danchuk asked the amount of money received from the on-line surplus auction.  
The Mayor stated that once the items are paid for, the Borough will have a list of items 
and sales prices; the Clerk stated that at that point, the information can be obtained by 
OPRA request. 

27.  Resolutions 
The following resolutions have been referred to Members of the Borough Council for reading 
and study and are considered to be routine in nature and will be enacted by one motion of the 
Borough Council with no separate discussion.  If separate discussion is desired, the 
resolution may be removed and subject to a separate roll call. 
Resolutions 
2010-01 Resolution Establishing the Rate of Interest on Delinquent Municipal Charges for 

the Year 2010. 
2010-02 Resolution To Allow Cancellation of Tax and Utility Overpayments or 

Delinquent Amounts Less than $10.00 for the Year 2010. 
2010-03 Resolution Authorizing a Tax Sale to Be Held in the Year 2010. 
2010-04 Resolution Designating Official Newspapers of the Borough. 
2010-05 Resolution Authorizing the Official Depositories of the Borough. 
2010-06 Resolution Providing For and Authorizing the Chief Financial Officer of the 

Borough of Mount Arlington to Approve Disbursements Prior to Their Payment 
From the Borough’s Petty Cash Fund. 

2010-07 Resolution Authorizing Signatures on Payroll and Other Checks. 
2010-08 Resolution Authorizing Municipal Attorney and Special Counsel to  

Undertake Certain Actions on Behalf of the Borough on Recommendation  
of the Tax Assessor. 

2010-09 Resolution Appointing Rich Allocca, Wachovia Insurance Services, Inc., as the 
Borough’s Risk Management Consultant. 

2010-10 Resolution Appointing New Jersey Joint Insurance Fund Commissioner and 
Alternate I Member for the Borough of Mount Arlington. 

2010-11 Resolution Adopting a Form Required To Be Used for the Filing of Notices of 
Tort Claims Against the Borough of Mount Arlington. 

2010-12 Resolution Supporting the Lake Hopatcong Commission. 
2010-13 Resolution Supporting and Participating in the Volunteer Tuition Credit Program 

(P.L. 1998, C. 145). 
2010-15 Resolution Authorizing Temporary Appropriations for Operating Purposes. 
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Councilman Sorge:   Motion to Approve Resolution #2010-01 through #2010-13 and 
Resolution #2010-15. 
Councilman Driscoll:  Second. 

       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 

2010-14 Resolution Authorizing Submission of CDRS Grant Application. 

Councilman Sadow:   Motion to Approve. 

Councilman Driscoll:  Second. 
Council Discussion:  Councilman Sadow stated that while he understands the Seniors 
need a meeting place, his concern is that the building could be used as a revenue 
opportunity.  Daren Phil stated that the only way the Borough is eligible for a CDRS 
grant is if the building is used for Seniors.  Mr. Phil suggested the Borough move forward 
on this resolution and submit the application by January 8, 2010; the CDRS presentation 
is in March, by which time he can research the possibility of a Senior Center and multi-
use building. Council asked that Mr. Phil give a report on his findings at a Council 
meeting in about a month. 

       Roll Call:  Ayes: Driscoll, Sorge, Sadow, Council President Galate, Windish, Doran. 
          Nay:  None. 
  Motion Approved. 

 
 The Clerk administered the Oath of Office to those appointees present.  The Mayor 

publicly thanked the new appointees and volunteers. 
28. Adjourn 

Councilman Driscoll:   Motion to Adjourn. 
Councilman Doran:  Second. 

       All in Favor – Aye; None Opposed. 
  Motion Approved. 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Linda DeSantis, R.M.C. 
Borough Clerk 

 
 
 

Minutes Approved at Meeting of January 19, 2010. 
 
 
 




























