BOROUGH OF MOUNT ARLINGTON
LAND USE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
                                                                July 15, 2026
7:00 PM

Meeting called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Chairman Rob Van den Hende.  

“Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag” recited.

This meeting was advertised in the Daily Record and the West Morris Reporter.

Attendance Roll Call: Hallowich, Driscoll, Van den Hende, Green, Roldan, Karpman, 
Absent: Fostle, Rinaldi, Wilson, Wilkinson, Mayor Stanzilis

Motion to approve Vouchers by Karpman.  Second by Driscoll.
Roll Call: Hallowich, Driscoll, Van den Hende, Green, Roldan, Karpman, Donofrio

Application:
29 McGregor Ave.
Adam Wizner
B. 10, L.29
Attached garage addition

Bernd Hefele attorney for the Applicant introduced the application stating they will be adding a 2-story addition to the home adding a four (4) car attached garage.  Taking down an existing garage/shed. It is an undersized lot with a steep slope from driveway.

Ken Fox (Fox Architectural Design PC) is sworn in.
Mr. Fox states that this is an existing narrow lot with a steep slope that makes it difficult to walk to the house.  They are proposing a four (4) car garage in the middle part of the property where there is the steepest slope and connecting to the existing driveway at street level. There will be an exterior walkway of the proposed garage leading to a side entrance to the house along with the entrance from the inside of the garage.  There will be a partial basement beneath the garage used for storage, no habitable space.
Ms. Caldwell asks if the open area is included in the FAR.
Mr. Fox stated that it is included in the FAR.  Mr. Fox continues stating that from the street it appears as a single story and is approximately the same width of the existing home.

Tom Graham (Engineer) Dykstra Walker Design Group is sworn in.  Mr. Graham stated that the property is very undersized having .16 acres when .43 was required in the RA-15 Zone.  Mr. Graham stated that permits will be needed by the DEP and soil conservation. He also noted that there is a severe slope that is unsafe. Mr. Graham that they will be constructing a trench drain to collect storm water runoff and adding landscaping to reduce any further runoff.  He also stated that they would comply to recommendations from the Board engineer and the Lake Hopatcong Commission.

Mathew Flynn, PP was sworn in as professional Planner. Mr. Flynn presented an exhibit
Exhibit A-1 Map of Area with three (3) drone photos.
Mr. Flynn states that the garage addition would be consistent with other surrounding lots and that because of how narrow the lot is the applicant needed to request additional variances.  
Mr. Flynn addressed the FAR, he explained that the property could accommodate the garage addition.  He explained how the addition would remedy the danger of the steep slope to the owners and guests.  He also stated that the garage addition would reduce parking on the street.

Adam Wizner was sworn in. Mr. Wizner stated that he purchased the home for a part-time getaway and now living there full time, the driveway is almost impossible to plow and to navigate on foot.  Mr. Wizner states that the 4car garage would allow parking on level ground rather than the severely sloped driveway, he also stated that they will be able to turn the vehicles around and not have to back on to street.  

Board members questioned about the size of the proposed addition and reasoning for a 4-car garage opposed to a 2-car garage.  Mr. Fox stated that the garage was designed to avoid the steeper slope areas and provide a safe use of the land.
The additional space in the basement was questioned. Mr. Wizner stated that it would only be used for storage.

Open to the Public
No comments
Closed to the Public

Vote Use Variance (D4):
Yes: 5
No: 2
Abstained: 0
Motion to approve by Driscoll. Second by Karpman.
Roll Call: Hallowich, Driscoll, Van den Hende, Karpman, Donofrio

Vote Bulk Variances
Yes: 5
No: 2
Abstained: 0
Motion to approve by Donofrio. Second by Hallowich.
Roll Call: Hallowich, Driscoll, Van den Hende, Karpman, Donofrio

Adjourned
