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BOROUGH OF MOUNT ARLINGTON
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
May 6, 2025
7:00 PM

The Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington was held on
Tuesday, May 6, 2025. This meeting was held in-person at the Mount Arlington Public School at 235
Howard Boulevard, Mount Arlington, New Jersey.

Mayor Stanzilis called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM.

Ms. Todd read the “Adequate Notice” into record.

Mayor Stanzilis led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call
Present- Councilman BaRoss, Councilman Cangiano, Councilwoman Fostle, Councilman Fuller,
Councilwoman Galate, Council President Delaney, Mayor Stanzilis

Absent- None

Present from Administration- Borough Administrator & CFO Carolyn Rinaldi, Borough Attorney
Matthew Jessup, Sgt. Ryan Sherburne, Fire Chief Marcano and Acting Borough Clerk Ashley Todd

Presentations
e Assemblywoman Aura Dunn- A3244 Legislative Update
o Assemblywoman Dunn discussed A3244 which would have the State of New Jersey
assume the cost of special education from the school district budgets.
= The Assemblywoman encouraged residents to contact the Assembly Speaker
to ask him to move the legislation through the Assembly to be heard before
the Senate.
e Melissa Eckert, Board of Education Liaison Monthly Report
o Students in Grades 6-8 participated in TREPS$, which is a project=based learning
program teaching students to start their own businesses.
The PTO is celebrating Teach Appreciation Week.
The Spring Concerts for the Band and Choir will be held on May 20" and 22",
The honors band and choir will compete at the High Notes Festival.
Field Day will be held at both schools.
The Board of Education Meeting will be held on May 14
o MAPS Graduation is being held on June 19,

Appointments
-None
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Approval of Minutes
e April 1,2025 10am Council Meeting Minutes



Motion to Approve: Council President Delaney
Second: Councilwoman Galate
Council Discussion- None

Roll Call:
Aye: Councilman BaRoss, Councilman Cangiano, Councilwoman Fostle, Councilman Fuller,

Councilwoman Galate, Council President Delaney
Opposed: None

Abstain: None

Motion Approved

e April 1,2025 7pm Council Meeting Minutes

Motion to Approve: Councilwoman Fostle
Second: Councilman BaRoss
Council Discussion- None

Roll Call:

Aye: Councilman BaRoss, Councilman Cangiano, Councilwoman Fostle, Councilman Fuller,
Councilwoman Galate, Council President Delaney

Opposed: None

Abstain: None

Motion Approved

Mayor’s Report
e Mayor Stanzilis thanked the Board of Education for their accommodation of moving the

Council Meeting to the Mount Arlington Public School.

e Mayor Stanzilis discussed how public comment would work in regards to anyone
commenting on the Municipal Budget would speak during the Budget public comment
section of the meeting.

e The Mayor discussed the meetings and decisions that needed to go into the Municipal
Budget Amendment to fund the budget shortfall in the Board of Education budget. Mayor
Stanzilis restated that the Mayor and Council are in full support of the Mount Arlington
School District.

o The Mayor thanked the Board of Education, the School Business Administrator, and
the Superintendent for their work with the Borough on the Budget Amendment.

e Mayor Stanzilis is celebrating Small Business Week with a Biz Crawl on May 10, 2025.
The Mayor is encouraging all residents to support Mount Arlington’s businesses who have
been negatively impacted by the Route 80 closures.

e Mental Health Association of Essex and Morris County held a meeting regarding the
ARRIVE program.

e Mayor Stanzilis toured the TILCON Quarry, the largest quarry in the State, to discuss issues
they are facing. One that is also impacting Mount Arlington, is that the asphalt cannot be
delivered at the appropriate temperature due to the Route 80 closures.

e Mayor Stanzilis was invited by the Mayor of Chatham Borough to meet with Senator Andy
Kim at his Town Hall to discuss school funding.



¢ Assemblywoman Dunn attended the Mount Arlington Senior Club Meeting with the Mayor.

e Mayor Stanzilis is working with the New Jersey Conference of Mayors on Title 59 reform
regarding Tort Claims.

o Wharton hosted the Economic Development Commission from the State to discuss grant
opportunities for businesses affected the by 180 closures.
Representatives from the Borough meet weekly with the DOT regarding the 180 closures.
Mayor Stanzilis congratulated MAPS student Evan on being Mayor for the Day.

Borough Administrator’s Report
¢ In lieu of the Borough Administrator’s Report Administrator Rinaldi will be providing a

budget presentation.

Council Committee Reports
o Councilwoman Fostle
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Councilwoman Fostle announced the cancelation of the Memorial Day Parade, but
encouraged residents to participate in the Ceremony still taking place on May 24™ at
Memorial Park at 11:30am.

Also on May 24", the first Summer Concert will be taking place with performer Rob
Brock at 3pm at Memorial Park.

The Councilwoman also announced that Spring Sports has began and that Fall Sports
registration will begin soon.

The Borough now has a Game Day on Tuesdays at the Civic Center for anyone who
wants to participate, registration is required through the Clerk’s office.

The Community Garden is full, and the gardening season has begun. There isa
waitlist, anyone interested should contact the Clerk’s office.

The Lake Hopatcong Block Party is May 17", the Councilwoman encouraged
residents to visit the Mount Arlington table.

¢ Councilman BaRoss

o

o
o

Councilman BaRoss thanked the Budget and Finance Committee for their work on
the Municipal Budget.

Councilman BaRoss also discussed the Cap Bank ordinance on the agenda.

The Councilman discussed that the Borough Budget that was introduced at the April
meeting will now have an amendment that will be discussed during the budget
presentation being given by Borough Administrator Rinaldi. With the Amendment,
the Borough and the Board of Education are also entering into a Memorandum of
Understanding regarding the additional funding coming from the Borough.
Councilman BaRoss thanked the Mayor, Borough Administrator Rinaldi, and the
Board of Education for their work on the Amendment which they have been working
on since December 2024.

¢ Councilman Cangiano
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Councilman Cangiano and Borough officials met with the Borough Planner
regarding Highlands Council Grant opportunities for the Borough.

The Borough is currently looking into a water body study for water quality which
will be discussed at the June meeting.

o Councilman Cangiano attended the Earth Day Community Clean Up by Lake

Rogerene.



Councilwoman Galate

o

o

Mount Olive’s Depariment of Health has many programs through the month.
Councilwoman Galate encouraged residents to visit the Mount Arlington Board of
Health website for the most up to date information from the Department of Health.
Councilwoman Galate discussed programs and movies available at the Library. The
Library is also currently undergoing improvements.

Counciiman Fuller
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Councilman Fuller and Mayor Stanzilis attending the Gaming Club opening on May
6™, and there are a bunch of great games available for anyone to play.

On April 5™, Councilman Fuller attended the Easter Egg Roll. He thanked the
Borough Staff for their work in putting it together, and CERT for volunteering.
Councilman Fuller, Sgt. Sherburne and Borough Administrator Rinaldi attended a
review meeting regarding ARRIVE. Councilman Fuller also gave an overview on
the ARRIVE program and how it will benefit residents.

Councilman Fuller also attending the Mount Arlington Seniors Meeting and the Pub
199 Grand Reopening.

On April 10", Councilman Fuller gave a training to CERT regarding Run, Hide,
Fight in Active Shooter situations.

Council President Delaney
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Council President Delaney encouraged residents to support local businesses.
Council President Delaney congratulated MAPS student Evan for being Mayor for a
Day.

The Council President also thanked Teachers for Teacher Appreciation Day.

e’ Public Comment-

Charles Torrise- 19 Windemere Ave.

= M. Torrise requested that the Borough display the Pride Flag
during the Month of June for Pride Month.

Brian Kincaid- 16 Maple Lane

= Mr. Kincaid urged residents in attendance to do what they can
to support Assemblywoman Dunn’s legislation and assistance
with Special Education Funding.
e Mr. Kincaid urged everyone to contact the Assembly
Speaker.

Nancy Absalon- 15 Qak St.

C

Ms. Absalon stated that she would like the April meeting minutes to
reflect that she did not say that the Borough has a responsibility to
pay the school for their budget. But instead that the Borough has a
responsibility to pay the bill that the school gives them.

Ms. Absalon requested that the Borough purchase Kadel Beach and
usc it as a public beach for residents through Open Space funding.
Ms. Absalon requested that a traffic signal be placed at the corner of
Minnisink and Howard Blvd. at the last meeting. Ms. Absalon has
contacted the Mayor of Jefferson and Senator Bucco who both stated
that the Department of Transportation did not want to put a light in
that location.



o Ms. Absalon would like to know that since the temporary funding
from the Borough is for a year, where the funding would come from
in the future since the Borough would not be in the financial position \a’/
to give more funding in future years.
e Mark Rinaldi- 3 Hover Drive
o Mr. Rinaldi wished Borough Administrator Carolyn Rinaldi a happy
30% wedding anniversary.
» Mayor Stanzilis thanked Mr. Rinaldi for being supportive to
both Borough Administrator Rinaldi and the Borough.

e Mayor Stanzilis stated that the Assembly Speaker, Craig Coughlin
can be contacted through the New Jersey Legislature’s Website. The
Mayor encouraged residents to reach out in support of
Assemblywoman Dunn’s legislation.

e Mayor Stanzilis stated that he also contacted the Department of
Transportation and the Mayor of Jefferson regarding a light at the
intersection of Minisink Road and Esponag Road, but unfortunately
they do not want to proceed with a light.

Ordinance — Introduction- None

Ordinance — Second Reading-
02-2025 Calendar Year 2025. An Ordinance of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of

Morris, State of New Jersey, to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits \’
and to Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40a: 4-45.14)

Motion to Approve: Councilman BaRoss
Second: Councilwoman Fostle
Council Discussion- None

Roll Call:

Aye: Councilman BaRoss, Councilman Cangiano, Councilwoman Fostle, Councilman Fuller,
Councilwoman Galate, Council President Delaney

Opposed: None

Abstain: None

Motion Approved

Budget Resolutions & Public Hearing

2025-64 A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey, Adopting the Municipal Budget for 2025
Public Hearing on Introduced Budget

o Budget Presentation
o The budget including the budget amendment was presented and is available for "/
public view in Clerk’s Office. ’



Public Hearing on Introduced Budget
o Rachel Byme- Board of Education President

Ms. Bymne thanked the Borough Administrator, Mayor Stanzilis, and the
Council for all their work on the budget amendment and for assisting the
school district in their time of need.

Ms. Byrne stated that the next step to long-term funding for the school
district is a referendum. Ms. Byrne urged residents to support the
referendum.

Ms. Byrne also stated that the funding system is broken and there needs to be
additional state funding. Ms. Byrne urged residents to contact their State
Legislators.

o Vida V.- Roxbury High School Student, Mount Arlington Resident

o

Vida stated the importance of extracurricular activities and the connections
those students have with teachers and coaches.

Vida also stated that these teachers and coaches offer support to students far
beyond the classroom.

Vida urged the Mayor and Council to support the school with funding.

Jessica Price- 67 N. Bertrand Island Road

Ms. Price stated that she did not know that the amendment to the introduced
budget would raise taxes, but fully supports the tax increase as a resident if it
means helping the schools.

Ms. Price submitted a community petition to the Governing Body urging
them to fund the school district, and thanked the residents who signed.

o Al Vidovich- 127 Ridgeview Lane

Mr. Vidovich urged residents to support Assemblywoman Dunn’s legislation
stating that the State must assist more in funding the school districts.

o Erica Henderson Smith- 63 McGregor Avenue

Ms. Henderson Smith stated that the amendment to the introduced budget is
evidence that the Borough believes that Education is a top priority and
thanked the Borough for their action.

Ms. Henderson Smith urged the Borough to continue to support
extracurricular activities in the school district.

Ms. Henderson Smith also urged the Borough to keep the school district in
mind for any future financial negotiations.

o Nancy Absalon- 15 Oak Street

Ms. Absalon stated that during Borough Administrator Rinaldi’s budget
presentation it was mentioned that the Borough wanted to build a Public
Safety Complex. Ms. Absalon wanted to know the details surrounding that
project. '
Ms. Absalon stated that during Borough Administrator Rinaldi’s budget
presentation it was mentioned that the Borough has a shared service for
Animal Control and Pound Services, but that the Clerk’s office also handles
Animal Control issues. Ms. Absalon wanted clarity on that information.

o Mayor Stanzilis stated that the Fire Department’s equipment has outgrown the old
building that they are in, and the firehouse needs an upgrade. Thus, the Borough is



looking into the feasibility of a new firehouse with a Civic Center, which would
become a Public Safety Complex.

o Mayor Stanzilis asked Borough Administrator Rinaldi to explain the shared services
for Animal Control Officer and Pound Services. Ms. Rinaldi explained the two
shared service resolutions on the agenda, and that the Clerk’s office are intake
secretary and handle animal licensing.

o Mayor Stanzilis thanked Ms. Price for her comments, but clarified that the Borough
did not act due to a petition as it was not until during her public comment at this
meeting. The Mayor wanted to thank the Borough Administrator and the Council for
their work on the amendment as it was the right thing to do for the community.

o Mayor Stanzilis complimented Vida for her courage in speaking during public
comment.

o Mayor Stanzilis stated that Ms. Henderson Smith made great points and the Mayor
concurs her points as music education is special to the Mayor.

2025-65 A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey, Amending the Municipal Budget for 2025

Motion for approval: Councilman BaRoss
Second: Councilman Cangiano
Council Discussion- None

Roll Call:

Aye: Councilman BaRoss, Councilman Cangiano, Councilwoman Fostle, Councilman Fuller,
Councilwoman Galate, Council President Delaney

Opposed: None

Abstain: None

Motion Approved

2025-66 A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey, Establishing a Memorandum of Understanding between
the Borough of Mount Arlington, and the Mount Arlington School District

Motion for approval: Councilman Fuller
Second: Council President Delaney
Council Discussion- None

Roll Call:

Aye: Councilman BaRoss, Councilman Cangiano, Councilwoman Fostle, Councilman Fuller,
Councilwoman Galate, Council President Delaney

Opposed: None

Abstain: None

Motion Approved
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Resolutions

2025-67

2025-68

2025-69

2025-70

2025-71

2025-72

2025-73

2025-74

A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey. Authorizing Temporary Appropriations for Operating
Purposes

A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey, Approving the Check Register Dated May 6, 2025

A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey, Establishing Joint Participation in the ARRIVE Together
Program to Enhance and Support Response to Certain Behavioral Health Crisis Calls

A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey, Executing a Shared Service Agreement with Jefferson
Township for the Provision of Animal Pound/Shelter Services

A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey. Executing a Shared Service Agreement for Animal Control
Services Provided by Wharton Borough to Mount Arlington and Boonton Town

A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey, for Refund of Tax Overpayment Made on 100% Tax
Exempt Property Known as Block 111 Lot 6

A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris, State of New Jersey. to Redeem a Third-Party Tax Lien Certificate of Sale# 24-
00004 for Property Known as Block 6 Lot 18

A Resolution of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Mount Arlington, County of
Morris. State of New Jersey. Recognizing Appointment of Volunteer Firefighters

Motion for approval: Council President Delaney
Second: Councilwoman Fostle
Council Discussion- None

Roll Call:

Aye: Councilman BaRoss, Councilman Cangiano, Councilwoman Fostle, Councilman Fuller,
Councilwoman Galate. Council President Delaney
Opposed: None

Abstain: None

Motion Approved

Motion-
- None

Adjourn



Motion to Adjourn: Council President Delaney
Second: Councilman Fuller

Roll Call:

Allin Favor: Aye

Opposed: None

CC: Website



